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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Exterior : Built in 1828, the jail at Yorkville (now York, S.C.) served
York District for twenty-five years, until 1853, when it was sold at pub-
Tic auction and converted into a private residence. The three story
building of Flemish bond brick has symmetrically arranged windows and door-
way. Door has a semi-circular fanlight and brick arch. Surmounted by flat

brick arches, the eight 9/9 1ight windows of the facade have limestone sillq.

Four corbeled cap interior chimneys protrude from gabled roof.

The concern for symmetry is evident on the side of the building where
false window recesses surmounted by flat arches correspond to window open-
ings.

Rear facade has been altered by additions of a brick room on first
floor, a screened porch on the second floor, and a small window on the
third floor.

Interior has been altered during use as a private residence. There are now
vacant offices on each side of the entrance hall and private apartments on
the upper floors. Each room has a corner fireplace.

Surroundings: Located across from the York County Courthouse, the old jail
faces York's main street, Congress Street. Flanking the jail is a vacant
brick building on the left and, on the right, a driveway lies between the
former jail and another house.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Attributed to Robert Mills and characteristic of his style, the Yorkville
Jjail was built in 1828 while Mills was Tiving in South Carolina and may
have been one of his designs. The three story building with its fine pro-
portions and detailed brick work is an exceptional example of small town
prison architecture. It was used by Federal troops to imprison members of
the Ku Klux Klan during the Reconstruction period.

Architecture: The jail at Yorkville was built in 1828 by Thomas B. Hoover
who signed a contract to "execute all the stone masons, brick masons, black-
smiths and carpenters work also painting, glazing, plastering, and all othen
work required to be done at the gaol now to be built in Yorkville..." Af-
ter twenty-three years of use the Commissioners petitioned to sell the jail
and to build a new one farther from the town's center. In 1853 William A.
Latta purchased the property for the sum of $9710 and gave it to his daugh-
ter, Annie Latta Wilson. Converted into a residence, the building was
known as the Wilson House.

The design of the brick jail built by Hoover cannot be definitely at-
tributed to Robert Mills but several factors support the hypothesis that
Mills may have designed the jail at Yorkville. A native South Carolinian,
Mills returned to the state in 1819 for a ten year period. From 1820-1823
he served as Commissioner of Public Works and was frequently referred to
as State Architect amd Engineer. In the Charleston COURIER (February 28,1822)
an advertisement signed Robert Mills, Acting Commissioner of Public Works,
appeared inviting proposals for the erection of courthouses at Kingstree,
Newberry, Greenville and Yorkville and jails at Union, Spartanburg, Lancaster,
and Yorkville. Many of these public buildings can be attributed to Mills
although he often failed to sign his plans.

In February, 1824 Mills was removed from his position on the Board of
PubTic Works because the state was on the verge of bankruptcy; he remained
in South Carolina until 1830, however, working on various public and pri-
vate projects.

Although the interior of the Yorkville jail was altered to serve as a
residence in 1853, the exterior exhibits several features which are char-
acteristic of Mills' work. An advocate of the use of brick in York district|,
he wrote that "...there is excellent clay for making brick for building and
equal to any in the state, both for durability and beauty. The walls of the
new courthouse (designed by Mills and destroyed in 1913) are built of this
material, and show the quality of the brick." Also characteristic of Mills'
style are details of the building such as brick arches, semi-circular fan-
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#8. SIGNIFICANCE Wilson House York County

1ight, matching false window recesses, and an overall concern for proportion
and symmetry.

Built during a period when most prison facades were fortress-like, designed
to deter outsiders from crime as well as to retain the prisoners, the well-
proportioned brick building is an exceptional example of simplicity and dig-
nity in a mid-19th Century prison.

Political and Military: The brick building was again used as a jail during
Reconstruction when Federal troops, stationed in York County for 16 years,
imprisoned Ku Klux Klan members. The area was a stronghold of Klan activity
and Dr. Rufus Bratton of York County provided the basis for the main character
of The Clansman by Thomas Dixon. During these years the old jail at York held
many Klan members and was referred to locally as the "United States Hotel."
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