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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Built 1845-1848, Greek Revival mansion. Massive columned
porticos present identical facades on three sides, solid b:ick
columns are covered with stucco. Interior has high frescoed
éeilings and elaborately carved woodwork. Ornamented plaster
Qork of ceiling in downstairs front parlor is among notable
features; crystal chandelier hangs from acanthus leaf medallion.
Fireplace in each room. Once-separate kitchen now adjoins
house; an old slave cabin and cistern remain in rear yard.

Stairway altered; front steps extended across house.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Union -- settled in 1791, usurping the prestige of 01d Pinbkneyville
after 1800, prospering first as a crossroads town and then as a wealthy
and aristoc;at¥%7gggggg¥‘town —— retains a number of impressive
antebellum mansions in both county and town. Herndon Terrace is one
of the best remaining examples of this type architecture.

The house was built and has always been occupied by the Herndon-
Thomson family, prominent in Union County.

Still standing on the grounds is the large cork oak tree mentioned

in Shaffer's Carolina Gardens.
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