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historic Finch Hote]

and'or common Franklin Hotel (preferred)

2. Location

street & number 185 East Main Street N/ Pnot tor publication

city, tawn Spartanburg H/ Avicinity of

state South Carclina . tode 045 county Spa rtanburg code 083

- - -

3. Classification

Catagaory Ownarshlp Statua Prassnt Use

—— district ——— public _* octupied — — agricuture —— MrseUm

— Xbuilding{s) ._X private — unoccupled ~ commerchal - park

____ structure — both — Woirk in progress — . aducatlonal — privat® realdence

— slte : MIic Acquisition Accessible —- entertalnment - religious

— . object in process - A yeas:restricted — — governrnant — — sclentlflc
N_Ehalng considered — — yea: unrastricted —— Industrial — transportation

—_no —__ military _X other: Hotel

4. Owner of Property

R.M. Caine

name

street & humber P.0. Box 2287

city, town Greenville _{T@mm“v of state South Laralina 29607

5. Location of Legal Description

tourthouse, regiatry of deeds, stc.  Spartanburg County Courthouse

street & number 180 F‘T&gnnﬁii_Street

clty, town Spartanburg state JOuth Carolina 29304

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of Historic Places
Hitla in South Carolina has this property been delermined shigible? ___yas _x_no

date 19!_32 — federal _x _state . county __ local

depository for survey records South Carolina Department of Atjt_:h'ives and History

city, tawn CoTumbia ___ state South Carolima 29211




7. Description

Condition Check ons Check ong

-— excellent —— deteriorated  ____ unaltered __X original site

— . good —__rulns __X alterad __moved data
A fair | aeene UNEXpOSEd

Describe the presant and original {if known) physical appoearance

The Franklin Hotel is a six-story, masonry building located on Main Street in the
central business district of Spartanburg, South Carolina. Built by W.T. Finch

between 1919 and 1920, this building became a leading hotel of the community and
shows the influence of both the commercial and neoclassic styles of the early
twentieth century. Few alterations have been made to the building and 1t has retained
its original architectural characteristics.

e N T S |

Additional Information

The Franklin Hotel is a steel frame, high rise building of six stories with a
masonry exterior. The building is rectangular in shape with a Highly decorative
facade on the north elevation. The remaining elevations of the building contain
ohe-gver-one sash windows with each story separated:by & trick belt «Course. The
building has a fiat voof with simple brick corbelling at the roofline. A large
sheet metal cornice was originally lecated at the north elevation but -this was -.
removed many years ago.

The north elevation, facing Main Street, is three bays in width and contains many
decorative elements. This facade is dominated by a large two-story portico
supported by Doric columns and features an entablature with trigiyphs and metopes
and a stepped parzpet. The columns are fluted and sheathed with glazed terra-cotta
tiles. The first floor has an original rounded arch entryway with deuble doors, side-
lights and 2 fanlight. The arched entryway is composed of terra-cottz tiles with a -
keystone. The fanlight contains multi-cofored stained glass with the Tetter "F"
placed in the center of the glass arrangement. On either side of the entryway is a
tri-part window also set within a2 rounded arch of terra-cotta tiles. These windows
have a central one-over-one sash frame flanked by single pane frames. Above these
windows are fanlights with stained glass similar in design to that at the entryway.

The seceond story features a central doorway which opens onto an exterior ha]cuny with
an jron railing. This entryway has a central doorway with sidelights‘and a4 tri-part
transom. The flanking two bays each contain rectangu1ar one- ﬂver-une sash HindﬂHS
with small terra-cotta Tintels. S

The upper four stories are symmetrical 1n their fenestration and decorative elements.
The upper facade 1s also three bays in width with two windows on the central bay
separated from three flanking windows by terra-cotta piers.. On the third and fifth
stories the central windows share a pedimented window head with windows on the adiacent
bays containing window heads with alternating pediments and flat lintels of terra-
cotta.

The fourth and sixth stories have central windows with rounded arch molding and keystones.
Flanking windows on these stories have matching arched window heads with keystones ;

many of these have beacome deteriorated. A1l windows on the upper facade are one-over-one
sash with 5i11s supported by paired brackets.

Continued.




. ; Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justily below
— prehiatorle  ___ archeology-prehistorlc ____ community ptanning _— landscape architecture___ religion
— 1400=149% ____ archeclogy-historic - bONservation _—— law — science
— 15001593 __ agricuiture — acongmics — literature — seulpturs
— 16001699 _X architeciure —— education . .— rwltitary e SOCIAK
— 17001799 ___ art — #ngineering — Mmusic humanltarian
— 1e0D0-189% ___ commerce — #xplorationisettiament _ phliasophy — heater
_ X 1G00— ___ caommunications w industry - + - — politics‘governmen . transportalion
. — nventlon - : |
f I
Spucilic dates 1919-1920 Bullder/Architect Willard, Hoggs . ED.fS.P. T'in5'|E:f

Statemant of Signiticance {in one paragraph) )

The Franklin Hotel. located on East ¥ain Street in downiown Spartanburg, South
Caralina, 1s significant both in tocal history and architecture. It was one of

the leading hotels of the city during the early and mid-twentieth century and its
architectural design and details are excellent representations of the pericd

after World War I.. Constructed between 19319 and 1920 for W.T. Finch, the hotel was
built during a period of expansion and prosperity for Spartanburq, The luxuriousness -
of the hotel was well-known and it wis the center for ¢ommunity social occasions.

Additional Information

Curing the early twentieth century the Tot on which the Franklin Hotel now stands was
occupied by Iesfdent1a1 structures, In 1916 this property was bought by W.T. Finch
for $25,000. Finch was a local businessman and meat market operator who felt that
Spartanburg was in need of a new hotel. Spartanburg had entered a period of rapid
growth after 1900 due to its prominence as a railroad center and its rising textile
industry. - By 1910 Spartanburg boasted nine textile mills with three major railroad
lines intersecting at the city.”. To respond to this increased commercial activity
two high rise hotels begar operation between 1910 and 1515, the seven-story Gresham Hotel
(also known as the Morgan} built im 1910 and the six-story Clevetand Hotel built 3n
1915, These hotels were immediate successes, and by the end of the decade W.T. Finch
bought the property on £ast Main Street with the intention of building a third luxury
hotel for the ¢ity. . )

Finch began work on the six-story hotel in late 1919 with the hotel opening in 192ﬂ.3
The building was designed with characteristics of the high rise commercial style with
a large neoclassic portico on 1ts Main Street facade. Finch expended large sums of
money on the exterior terra-cotta detailing as well as on interior furnishings such
as the elaborate plaster and marble lobby., The upper floors contained 200 rooms and
buasteg the most modern comforts such as steam heat, private baths and elegant furn-
iture.” The Finch Hotel, as it was originally kpown, quickly became recognized as a
Teading hotel of the region and it attracted many guests. After the hotel opened
Finch ran a bus line betyeen his hotel and city train stations ta attract business
from traveling salesmen.” This trade increased and the hotel grew in prominence in
the community. ' E

Possibly the expense involvédwin the'csnét?uﬁtianwof the hotel was beyond Finch’s
resources because,despite the hotel's popularity, he sold Ehe building. In February
of 1922 Finch sold the hotel to%rank Hodges for $201,000. Hodges, a local business-
man, later renamed the building the Franklin and operated the hotel for over forty
years,

Continued.
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Interior

The interior of the Franklin Hotel has not been altered significantly. The first

floor lobby has retained its original stained glass windows, mosaic tile floor, and
marble sheathing at the baseboard and front desk. The ceiling cornfce contains
decorative plaster featuring water-leaf molding and dentils. A large dining room
which contains decorative plaster cornices 1s still extant on the first floor. The
upper Flgors have numerous rooms with transomed doorways located om efther side of

2 central hallway. Original features such as plumbing fixtures and decorative plaster-
work alse remain on these upper floors. {n the sixth floor a large ballroom 15 still
present although badly deteriorated,

surroundings

The Franklin Hotel sits on a large lot between Main and Broad Streets, There are
no outbuildings and the rear of the building {s surrounded by a meta] fence.
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Statement of Significance {cont'd.)

Between 1920 and 1960 the Franklin was a leading social center for the community, It
contained a ballroom on both the fixst and sixth floors and was the scene for civic
and school dances and celebrations.,” MNearby Converse College had a leading school of
music in the Southeast, and noted phony and opera companies who played at the
college would stay at the Franklin.™ National, state and local political leaders
also were guests at the Franklin during these years.

After 1960 the fortunes of the hotel declined with the lessening of railrpad traffic
and decreasing business activity on Main Street. The Franklin was sold to a Greenville
company and it became used as a home for the elderly. During the 1970's both the
Morgan and the Cleveland Hotels went out of business. Today, of Spartanburg's three
great hotels, only the Franklin 1s still in operation with eighty rooms still utilized
as guest rooms. Although not significantly altered, the Franklin suffers from overall

- deterioraticn and s in need of rehabilitation,

Architecture:

Ed

The Franklin Hotel is an architecturally significant landmark of downtown Spartanburg.
Its rich exterior and interdor details, including the terra-cotta sheathed columns
and terra-cotta window and door surrounds, stained glass windows, moesaic tite flgor,
and decorative plasterwork, show the wealth and exuberance of the architecture of

the early 1920's.



9. - Major Bibliographical References

See continuation sheet,

10. Ge;graphical Data

Acreage of nominaled property <FF

approximately 0.3 acre

Quadrang's name Spatranhung__

UTM FRelarencesa

Al g Lalystzio0 I3

Zone  Easling Narthing

el J LI bl Lol byl
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Quadrsngle scale _ 1:62500

Tt tia b

Zone Easting Naorthing
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S N S TS ) A AV A
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Veorbal boundary deacription and justification The nominated property. s shown bounded by the
dotted red 1ine on the accompany®ng Spartanburo County Tax Map 7-12-21, which is

1s drawn at a scale of 50 feet to the inch, The boundary includes only the historic
hotel buildino.

List all states and counties for properties ovarlapping state or county boyndaries

state N/A codn county NSA code

state N/A code county N/A code

11. Form Prepared By

hama/title Phil Thomason

Thomason and Associates date Movember 16, 1982

organlzaion

1700 Hayes Street, Suite 202

tetephona  (615) 320-5732
Temnessee 37203

street & humber

city or town Nashville sista

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaludted significance of this property within the state is:

- national . state X 1ocar

A% the designated Stabe Historle Preservation Officer for th, National Histori¢ Preservation Act of 1966 (Publlc Law 89—
685), | haraby nominate this proparty for Inclysion in the that it has been svaluated
nccording to the criterls and procedures set forth by t

State Historic Fregervation Officer signature

Charles E. Lee ]
mle State Historic Preservatjon Officer

date June 2. 1983

For NPS use cnly - -
I hereby Certity thlt this property I8 Inr.ludld ln the Nllimni Reglister

date

Keeper of the National Registar

} Attest: dote
Chief of Ragistration
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