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Arcadia Mill No. 2, the second textile mill associated with the historic Arcadia Mill village, is located
on the northwest side of Spartanburg, just culside the city limits in Spartanburg County, S.C.
Located on 19.27 acres, the site consists of a group of five industrial buildings, three of them historic
resources—the main mill building, warehouse, and weave mill—while the remaining two—the cloth
room and cloth warehouse—are modern noncontributing resources, The main mill building was built
in 1923. The warchouse, weave mill, water tower, reservoir, and elements of historic landscaping
also contribute to the historic character and significance of the nominated property.

Main Mill Building

The main mill building at Arcadia Mill No. 2 is a three-story, linear or L-shaped load-bearing brick
bullding with a basement and a rectangular plan encompassing 250,000 square feet. Among its
notable exteror architectural features are its monumental segmental arched window bays — most of
them Infilled with brick in the 1960s — and decorative brickwork such as recassed window panels,
and a four-story stepped gable parapet stairtower and recessed window pangls on its fagade, and a
stepped and segmental arched parapet atop the comers of its west elevation. Minimal decorative
brickwork and cast stone trim adom the lowers' parapets. The mill measures twenty-five window
bays long by eight window bays in depth. The main staitower's windows, set within a double inset
panel, are covered with metal sheets rather than having been infilled with brick.

The interior of the mill features massive heart pine columns, beams and floor joists. In addition, each
level contains thick pinewood floors, typical for a textile mill of its day and typically saturated with
machinery oil after decades of use.

Major spaces in addition to the spaces designated for looms, weavers, spinners, and other typical
textile mill machinery Include a basement and freight elevators servicing its main floors and
basement.

Cther Contributi sOUrces

Warehouse

Directly behind the main mill to the north Is a warehouse built in 1923, at the same time as the mill, to
store and house cloth. A two-story brick building with a rectangular plan, it encompasses
approximately 25,000 square feet. Its interior also features pine columns and beams but concrete
floors. The south side of the building has a loading dock attached to it

Waeave MIll

Also adjacent to the main mill is the weave mill, built in 1953 during the first phase of the mill's
management by Mayfair Mills. A one-story brick building, it is connected to the main mill and adds an
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additional 45,000 square feet to il. The weave mill features steal beams and columns, with concrete
floors and metal doors. Tha few windows in it have been infilled with brick.

Resarvoir and Water Tower

A large pond, used lo collect storm water as a reservoir for fighting fires, feads a histaric water lower
supplying the mill with water for its fire suppression syslem.

Landscaping

The mill site also includes landscape features such as holly bushes, mature trees such as oak and
most prominently, Decdar Cedar, and a fence around the perimeter of the proparty. The site also has
a spring and storm water-fed reservoir that supplies the historic water tower and in tum the building's
fire suppresslon system.

Mo ributin urces

The cloth reom and cloth warehouse, both on the northeast side of the mill complex, were built in
1870 and do not contribute to the historic character and significance of the property.
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Arcadia Mill No. 2 is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A far
its association with the development of the textile industry in Spartanburg Gounty from 1823 to 1055,
It is also eligible for listing under Criterion C as an intact example of cotton mill engineering and
design at the end of the great boom period in Southern textile mills, just before the agricultural
depression of the mid- lo late-1920s and the Great Depression of the following decada,

This mill was the second of two Arcadia Mills built by Spartanburg pharmacist and banker Dr. Henry
Arthur Ligon, Sr. (1856-1925), who became an area textile mill entrepreneur early in the first decads
of the twentieth cenlury, when mora than thirty mills were built in Spartanburg County alone.

Ligon organized the Arcadia Cotton Mills, with himself as president, in 1902, and hired Joseph E.
Sirrine (1872-1947) as architect for his mill. Sirrine, who eventually became the most prominent and
successful industrial architect and engineer in South Carolina through his firm JJ.E. Simine and
Company, designed a mill for Ligon at a location near Falrforest Creek and close to the Southem
Rallway. The mill and the village that grew up around it, both named Arcadia, were then three miles
west of Spartanburg, but are now (2005) in the northwestern part of the city.

The first Arcadia Mill opened in 1902 with about 12,000 spindles and about 300 looms, expanded by
1907 to about 15,000 spindles and about 350 looms, and by the 1920s expanded even further, to
almost triple its original capacity. Ligon expanded his interests in the textile industry of the Carclina
Piedmont when he look over Mills Mill at Greenville in 1920, and Gray Mill at Woodruff (which he
renamed Mills Mill No. 2) in 1923."

In 1922 Ligon began construction on Arcadia Mill No. 2, a few hundred yards west of the original
Arcadia Mill, at a cost of $750,000; the mill was completed and went into operation in 1923. Ligon's
sons, Henry A. Ligon, Jr. {1889-1950) and W. Pinckney Ligon (1896-1958), served as officers of the
Arcadia Mills and the Mills Mills and were active in managing all four mills after their father's death in
19252 Thare were about 300 houses in the two Arcadia mill villages, about half of them built ca.
1605 and about half of them built ca. 1920,

' David Duncan Wallace, Histary of South Caralina; Valume IV: Bisgraphical (New York: The American Historical Soclety.
1935), p. &4; August Kohn, The Cotfon Mills of South Carclina (originally published in the Charlesion News and Courrer,
1003; revised edition, Columbia; South Carolina Department of Agriculture, Commerce, and Immigration. 1807}, pp. 86,
92, 110, 153-54, 180, 108, 207; Vernon Foster, with Waller 5, Montgomery, Sr., Sparfanburg: Facls, Reminisconces,
Folkiore (Spananburg: The Reprint Company, far the Spartanburg County Feundation, 1998), pp. 282-83; John E. Wells
and Rabort E. Dalton, The South Caraling Archilects 7885-1935: A Blographical Dictiorary (Richmond: The New Sauth
Architectural Press, 1992), pp. 164-85; Michae! Leonard, Our Herilage: A Community Histary of Spartanburg County, L.C
(Spartanburg: Band and White, 1886), p. 127-28, and Betay Wakefield Taler, ed., Textie Town: Spartantiurg County,
South Carodima (Spantanburg; The Hub City Wrilers Progect, 2002), p. 313

‘ Wallace, pp. 54585,

* Teter, ed., p. 250.
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The Arcadia Mills suffered during the first few years of the 1930s, both from the debt faced by all
textile mills in the wake of first the agricultural depression and then the Great Depression, and also
from labor unrest amaong the operatives at the two mills as the company rasortad to the “stretch-out,”
or the practice of reguiring workers to work longer hours, increase the speed of their work, or
increase the output of cloth and other products. A strike organized by the United Textile Waorkers of
America (UTWA) in 1932 eventually failed, and workers at Arcadia were not eager to try again two
vears later. Arcadia No. 1 and No. 2 were two of only a few mills in Spartanburg without a union local
by 1934, when the UTWA attempted a general strike of all American textile mills. The Arcadia Mills
that remained open and did not participate at all, not even when "flying squadrons” of strikers
traveled by car from mill to mill trying to convince workers to keep the mills closed.*

As the Depression continued, New England and other Northern textile mills continued o decline
bacause of competition from Southem mills making befter and more finished and fine cloth instead of
the rough cloth they had always produced, whose workers were paid less for more hours, and whose
production was not so restricted by local laws conceming maximum hours, child labor, and other
issyes. As a result, in 1934 the Arcadia Mills were sold to Mayfair Mills, Inc., a new company
organized by Joshua L. Bally and Company, a New York cotton agent, Arcadia Mill No, 1 became
Mayfair Mill, and Arcadia Mill No. 2 became Baily Mill, sometimes known as Mayfair-Bailey Mil. The
mill village was, and Is, still known as Arcadia.” Frederick B. Dent (b. 1922) came to Spartanburg
from New Jersey in 1847 to serve as president of Mayfair Mills; he later sarved as United States
Secretary of Commerce In the cabinets of Presidents Richard M. Nixon and Gerald R. Ford.”

When Mayfair Mills, after almost seventy years operating its two Spartanburg mills, was forced to
declare bankrupley in 2001, it closed the Mayfalr Mill, Baily Mill, and four other plants In South
Carolina and Georgia.

" Teter, ed.. pp. 151-163; Christopher G, Waldrep |Il, Southern Workers and the Search for Cammunily: Sparlanburg
County, South Carolina (Champaign: University of lllinois Prass, 2000).

" Leonard, pp. 127-28; Tater, ed., pp. 146-47, 258, 313,

® Tater, ed,, 258-260, 313
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Verbal Boundary Descriplion

The boundary of the nominated property is shown as the black line marked "Arcadia Mill Mo. 2" on the
accompanying Spartanburg County Tax Map, drawn al a scale of 17 = 100",

Boundary Justification

The nominated property Is restricted to the historie main mill building, warehouse, weave mill, waler lower and
reservoir, and historic landscaping.
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