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Locatad within a remarkably inlacl rural sefing, Shiloh Methodist Shuich & @ simpe, unadorned, org-room,
reclangular buikding consiructed in a esmmon or vamacular meeting house fom and clad in whitewashed,
Morzomialy-eppdled drep or Garman sicing. The rear of (e bLuding fealures a smell, trrea-sxtad polygonak
bay, which i8 cenlarad on the builkding. prowdes addisenal nterior space at the chancal area, and imitales the
apse on churches of antgquity. The bukeing site upon fa onginal Isundaton of undressed, morarad, stacksd,
random slona, soma of which maasure over 547 wide The gath-front reof is steaply pilched, and was
originally covered with wood shakes fhal hava since been averlain with agphall shingles. The ongnal rough-
hawn rool raflers, soma of winch bl Rave bark on them, are infagt  Exposed rafler extansions al Ihé savas
are carved or fashioned 1o have a bird's mouth shape. the only architectural cmamentatean on the buildig.
Purlng ¢r aach gable and are axposed a5 wall,

The three-bay wile facada conslsts of a central double-leaf srirance with Ranking windows. The aghl
wirdaws are actually cased opanings with no sashes and are protecied by singe-leal battened shutters.
composed of five verlically-arangsd boards fastenad 1ogether by an uppar and lower horizontally appled rails
or batlens on 1he intarlor. Shutler hardware appears 10 be non-original sleel strap hinges with hook amd screw
eye lkocking. Doors are consirucled of multiple vertically- arranged boards with thres, IMaerker, apped,
hotizontal rails. similar 1o 1he shutters. The front door is 8 faur-fool, siv inch wide deubke-leal door, and the
sicde doof 15 single. There are repons [tal a left sde door exssied, bul was closed off al some point in the past
Sleps leating up to the doors sre poured concrate and are Nol onginal,

The interor walls are whilewashed, 119" wade, borlrontal boards. Tha exishrg whiewashed, board &rd
Eatien celing 18 nol original 2nd 15 reportad 1o have been nsialed to prevant birds from nestieg in the rafiers.
The original ceiling was apparantly replaced in mare recent years. The exsting floor material is unfinished,
rarrdw board, tongue-and-groave pine, which is net onginal. A pair of 724 x Fa” tnmmed woDd posls ocour
48" aparl in 1he cenlar of the buiking, and apparantly help suppor 1he canling ruets and reof structure. A shod,
verlical, steel strap 5 visible af the exterior of the wall esve 10p plate in the same ocalen as the pasls, which
woukd sram to indicals some sor of honzonal v bar spanning Across the bukding here

The building hag never bean wired Tor electriclly or electncal lighting  Gandies wiem used 1o lght the inleror
spece and wers placad on simple, wal-mounied, woodeh candkhokders; these are shill in place, and at least
some are ariqinal. The orlginal, eleven foal-long, enfinshed pews are sid i Ine building and are of lwy
differant designe. Mosl pews are consirucied with backs and seals created from up to fMleen-inch wlde plne
plarks, festened 1 <ol wood end parels by wedged, morlise and fancn gunls. A se-inch hgh, fased
chancel o'alorm wilh reunded cammers ocours 8 the frand of the chureh, alang with a hwerty-gight inch high
plcket altar of communon rail. A cruce, bul-in pulpt % located al center and keading Bdge of an addilional six-
inch high platform het lorms 3 hexagon plen shape within 1he three- sided polygonal bay or apse. The
patygonal bay crestes, on 1he intener of ihe buikling, 8 len-foot wide niche with canted wall and ceding panes.



MPS Fom 10-600-8 e Apgroremd bia 10040018
(586 ]

Unitad States Department of the Interior
MNational Park Serica

MNaticnal Register of Historic Places

Contlnuation Shaet Shilgh Method gl Chirch
Marmg of Properly

Spanankrg, South Cargling
County and State

Saction numbear _ T Paga &

Tha church cematary occupies the back portion of the 1hroe- acre Wl The grave markars in he cematary,
dating from 1816 to 2004, aré a mixiure o granié NEJCEORES, el in good cendion, old markers with barely-
legibiie latlaring, and some wiih wnreads b latlars owan by Lracing the sIoneE, Many praves arn markad by
plain fiakd stones  The Friends of Shloh Commities, with the assistance of a lard surveyor, delermined by
LsiNg @ probe thal remalns ace presant i many ol tha spols marked by fighd stones. These graveE 3 Now
atsr marked with plan granité slones,
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Shuign Mathodist Church, buill Behwesn 1825 and 1830, is signficam as a pamculary imacl example ol ihe
voinacular meeting houza form of acciesiastical architeciurg comimeen IR rural churches in the Iate sighleenth
and early mineteenth centures. It is the eatiest sunmang <hurch sanctuary in Spartanbung County and one of
the earkest in Ine Souin Cercline upcouniy  He congregaticn, founded sharthy atler Ihe Amancan Revolution,
ie the “mother church™ ot seversl Methedist churches in ihe area and churghes of other denominabons a5 well
The church's simplcity of e and matanats, as well as s siclungty rural and pastoral setling, has been
preserved for more than 173 years.

Tradition has it that price ko conctroction of its Tirst permanent church the congregation mel 3% 2 group as earty
as 17BE v & nearby brush arcor gnd laler in camp rmeelings. The frsl preachers at tha camp meelings ware
Rews. John Mason and Thomas Davis, asegoed to the Broad River Circuif {inciuding cumen Cherokes,
Chesler, Farfield, Greerville, Newberry, Spartantiurg Urnon, and York Countess in 1787

Shiloh was pan of tha Broad Raver Circull 17851802, the Saluda Carcuit 1802- 1805, and the Enoree Circuil
18051833, Tha origlnal sanctuary buhl on this site was of hand-hewn kogs. After this building burned, the
present sancuary was consiructed Io raHace iL

The lhree-acre site, which the deed describes a8 “Shilah meelng house on Lawson Fork,” was donated 1o the
congragalion thiowgh its lrusiees by Adam Gramiing, Jr..n 1838 Truslees during the 1830s. soon afler Ihis
church was bulll, ncluded Wilam Biackburm, William Broohs, Enoeh Duncan. Water Farnow, Adam Gramlng,
Sy, Jobn Gramling, Rubon Gramlng, Hosea Hennedy, and A58 YWakirop

Shiloh Methodisl Chutch was a crouil church lor mos| of ds exglance, dapandan! &0 a minislar irpveing 2
circuit to preach at several churches, Abowt 1815, Ine last founeen members of the congregation translerred
Lhst miembersbip 1o [nman Methodiel Choech, now Inman Lniterd Methodist Church, which owns the hestoric
church and cemeley

Though Shikch Methodist Chureh has been inactive since 1915, “Hemeceming” sernvices are held 2ach yar on
the third Sunday of May and Walchnghl sarvces are held sach yoar.'

! Spartanturg Courdy Dred Brok 5 Fage 363 Spartanturg County Registar of Mas e Conveyance. Sparanbung, 5C.;
Samuel M. Giaen, Ao Fsion sl Oultng of Greanvilie Cwcul, 5 €. Coalgrence M.E. Ch. South. 8t the Request of the 2™
D adeddy Conferercs, R84 (Creervlle, 550 Moyl & Keys. Book ane Job Printers. 1884). & M Cheeitzberg, Eary

e thodiam in the Carche B85 |Masholle: Pubhehing House of the Mermadisl Episcopal Church, Soulh, 1887). p, 203
Spartanturg Uad of e 'Writers” Program of ihe Waoms Pre.ect Admingiration, A Misfory of Spargnbug Coumy
ISparanturg S 0. Bang & Write, 1940}, ¢ BY Jimma Lou Behop Brown The Early Hisfory of man, Socff Caratc
(Greenwood, 5 O Bagpot Press. 1083) pp 146-48° Jamas Wallon Laweence, Sr., Hogback Courry (Landum. 3 C
T Nows Lendsr, 1082] p 137 Anonymous “Hislory of Sniker Metrgoat Choreh,”™ onputdihesd typescripd. undetac b
ca *D87 Shikh Methodist Church Fies Inmas Unned Medhodest Crurch, Inman, 5.0, JeAnne Pery. Interview with
Aszaury Franidn {"Bub®) Blackwell (1906 1993), Luman wiimly, “B52_ cazsette recorimga o ihe Shiloh Methodigt Chwen
Files. inman United Malradist Chyrgh, Inman, 5.C.
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Varbal Boundary Description

The boundary of the nomirated propery is shown an ihe aceompanyng plal marked “Fropery af Shiksh
Maihodist Church,” datad Oclober 22, 1958, and drawn a1 & scala gf 1" =100

Boundary Justificstion

The normnatad propey is \he Ihrea-acre parcel owned by the

inman Uniled Methodist Church and hestonicelly

gssocialed with Shiloh Melhad:sl Churgh, including the Risionc sanctuary and cemelery.
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Mama of Froperty. Shiwah Mathodisl Church
Location of Property Blacksiock Road, Inman weinity
£nananburg County, Sauth Carcling
Mame of Photographer: Rih Rtz
Date of Photographs: Augus! 25, 2004
Locaton of Cngral
Magahves Infan United Methodist Church, Inman, 5.C.
1 Facade
2. Facade and Scuth Carohna Histoncal Markar
3. Satting. waw from Blackstock Road
4. West antance
E Raoar elevalion, with cematary in foreground
5. Rock foundaton
T. Intarar yeew Trom bonl dod
B. Alar
g Allar pow and hench
14. Fews
11 Side wow 0f [0ws

12 Camdle halders
13 Cemalery
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