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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Exterior: Smith's Tavern is a two-story clapboard structure built ca.
1790, The house has a shed-roof porch at the front and a one-story kit~
chen addition to the rear. The main section of the house and the rear
addition have gable roofs.

The house has two corbeled gable~end chimneys and a large chimney at the
rear of the old kitchen addition. The brick-courses in one of the gable-
end chimneys are laid in a diamond patterned tapestry, offset by glazed
headers. The porch, the roof of which is supported by six wooden posts,
rests upon brick pillars, as does the house itself,

Windows are 9/9 double-sash and are grouped in pairs; they also occur at
the gable ends of each story -- one to either side of the chimneys. The
double front entrance on the porch is matched on the second floor by a
central window, Aside from the tapestry chimney, there is no exterior
ornamentation,

Interior: The front entrance opens from the porch into a wide hall flanked
by a room to either side. The rear addition contains two smaller rooms,
and upstairs, there are two large rooms and one small bedroom.

The staircase and much of the original paneling remain. The original large
double front doors are still in place, as are other doors in the house with
strap hinges and leather washers. Three of the original hand-carved man-
tels remain; one has a denticulated cornice and high frieze with scalloped
oval segments at the corners of the two end panels, The central panel has
a complete scalloped oval cut into its center,

Surroundings: The house is standing at its original location on a hill
overlooking the intersection of two roads shown on Mills' map (1825). Ad-
jacent to a forest, the property is partially overgrown with brush.
Smith's Tavern is approximately twelve miles south of Spartanburg between
two creek basins.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Smith's Tavern, a farmhouse built at the end of the Revolution, served as a
coach stop in the Spartanburg District of South Carolina and was probably
a meeting place for farmers living in lower Spartanburg County.

Transportation: The house is significant as a reminder of the era be-
Tween the Revolution and 1850, when the stagecoach was a key means of
transportation in the state. Travel was slow, and many stops were made at
inns and taverns before the final destination could be reached. Almost

all of the coach stops were private homes whose owners accommodated guests.
Smith's Tavern, overlooking the intersection of two eighteenth-century
roads, is located on what was once a primary route from Columbia to Spar-
tanburg and the North Carolina mountains.

Architecture: The tapestried chimney is one of few remaining in South
Carolina. 1Its unusual pattern consists of a chain of concentric diamonds.

The house is on its original site on a high place overlooking two old
roads; by virtue of its location, it is a prominent landmark. Many of the

original features of the house -- the mantels, the woodwork, doors with

original hardware, and windows -- remain in good condition. The house is
structurally unaltered and is an excellent example of an eighteenth-century
upcountry farmhouse.
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