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7. DESCRIPTION

(Check One)

CONDITION [ Excellent (O] Good [} Fair [X Deteriorated [] Ruins {7) Unexposed

(Check One) (Check One)
X Altered (] Unaltered ] Moved K] Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Exterior: This two-story house of Flemish bond brickwork was constructed
c. 1800 by Jesse Crook, a planter of Spartanburg County. The sensible
‘plainness of its Georgian architecture was modified during the 19th century,
but the wooden structure additions have since been removed or deteriorated.
Alterations in the brickwork of the bays were also made, and the roof line
lowered after late 19th century fire damage. However, the current owners
are presently restoring the house to its original appearance.

The front and rear facades consists of three bays with central door-
ways. Alterations in the brickwork surrounding windows and doors were made
with the addition of a wooden piazza and rear room during the first half
of the 19th century. The piazza extended across the northern (front),
western, and southern (rear) facades. The additional room was adjoined to
the western end of the rear facade and thus the lower window of that area
was closed and the upper window shortened. Original first-floor window
and doorway arches were filled in and thus the size of these openings de-
creased. Originally the upper bound of the first-floor windows and door-
ways were on the same horizontal plane--either the openings themselves were
larger or transoms were located above them. The only remnants of these
wooden additions are the modifications in the brickwork and openings des-
cribed above and the markings on the facades where the piazza and rear room
roofs were attached.

The first floor sits some four to five feet above ground Tevel.
Though the piazza was a later addition, some manner of stairways and possi-
bly porches or porticos leading to the entrances were of necessity included
in the original construction. Beneath the first floor is a full basement
that is half above, half below ground level. In the southern (rear) facade
there are two windows at ground level which light the basement area.

Each side facade contains two exterior end chimneys with corbeled
caps. The Tower sections of the chimneys are of Flemish'i bond, while the
upper sections are of all stretcher. The two chimneys on the western facade
are completely separate. A1l four windows of this facade are located be-
tween the chimneys: one first-floor nine-over-nine-Tight window, two narrow
second-floor windows, and one small window in the clapboard gable. The
eastern facade chimneys are of unusual construction. Separate above the
second-floor level, they surround a small gable window and a second-story
nine-over-nine-light window. At the second-floor Tevel the two chimneys are
joined together and extend to the ground as one broad chimney. This lower
part of the chimneys extends southward at mid-first-floor level to include
the basement entrance, which contains four arches in the passageway to the
basement area. Roughly chamfered bricks form the shed roof over this en-
trance.

Interior: The basic plan of this house is two-over-two rooms with a central
hall and stairway. The eastern first-floor room has one very large fire-
place with original hand-carved mantel. In the western first-floor room
there are two fireplaces, side by side along the same wall, and though the
original mantels have been removed, they are available for copying. The
upper eastern room has been subdivided, but restoration plans include chang-
ing it to its original appearance. The full basement, which was used as
domestic slave quarters, has an earthen floor and large fireplace. The
(See Continuation Sheet, Item 7.)
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal (] Education C] Political (3 Urban Planning
[] Prehistoric [} Engineering ] Religion/Phi- [} Other (Specify)
[] Historic ] Industry losophy

[] Agricuiture [] Invention [ ] Science

X1 Architecture [] Landscape ] Sculpture

[ Art Architecture {1 Social/Human-

[] Commerce 7] Literature itarian

[[] Communications 1 Militory [C] Theater

[} Conservation [ Music (7] Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Architectural Significance: Elements of 18th-Century architec-
ture are evident in the style of the Nicholls-Crook House, and
as such they are significant for their early appearance in Up-
Country South Carolina plantation residence design. The
Vriginia architectural influence can be traced to the fact
that James Crook, father of the builder, was born in Mecklenburg
County, Virginia, in 1746, and moved to the Spartanburg
District some time just prior to The Revolution. Particularly
indicative of Virginia styles are the Flemish bond brickwork,
the chamfered brickwork of the chimneys, the Georgian plainness
of the three-bay facade, the segmental arches over windows and
doorways, the wide windows of the front and rear facades, and
the joined chimneys of the eastern facade. Though the house is
presently in a deteriorated condition, the owners are planning
a complete restoration under the direction of Henry Boykin, II,
A.I.A., and member of The South Carolina State Board of Review
for The National Register of Historic Places. Upon completion
of restoration, the Nicholls-Crook House will stand as an
authentic and attractive Tandmark of early Up-Country South

Carolina plantation design modeled upon the styles of Colonial
Virginia.
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NICHOLLS-CROOK HOUSE
7. DESCRIPTION, continued:

basement walls are constructed of large field stones up to the water
table, and of brick for the upper portion.

Surroundings: The builder of this house selected this site because it
is the highest ridge just above the South Tyger River. The house over-
looks a modern golf course which utilizes much of the original planta-
tion acreage. Surrounding the house is a grove of very large pecan
trees which continue to bear.




