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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Bonham House, ca. 1780, is in a style commonly referred to as
"dogtrot" (wide central hallway originally open at either end). A two-
storied single house, the: dwelling is constructed of logs on fieldstone
pillars and log segments. The structure originally had gable end chimneys
providing fireplaces in the four rooms. One chimney has been replaced;
the other remains. There are two windows to either side of the dogtrot
with three smaller windows on the second level of the front facade. The
roof, formerly of wood shingles, is now covered in tin. Roof and floor
joists are small bark covered logs.

At an unknown date a shed roof rear addition was constructed of heavy
timbers with pegged mortice and tepon joints. The entire structure was
probably covered at that time with the clapboard siding that remains today.
Variations in siding indicate a later enc1osure date for the front dogtrot
opening.

There is a ca. 1900 rear k1tchen addition with chimey flue and small
back porch.

A central stairway, probably added at the time of the shed roof addi-
tion, leads to the second floor. A much smaller staircase also leads to
the second floor from the right front room and was likely the only original
access to the upper level.

A11 rooms have been paneled in wide boards and the logs concealed.

No longer occupied, the house is in a state of disrepair.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
This simple "dogtrot" design remains as an uncommon example of early
upcountry South Carolina construction.

Architecture: The Bonham House can be classified in a style of American
folk architecture known as "dogtrot," a design that evolved from two equal
units separated by a broad, open, central hall. The style has been
attributed to Scandinavian and pioneer influence and is perhaps a subtype
of the hall and parlor type house. The Bonham House is somewhat unusual
in that it is two-storied, the second level originally accessible by a
small stairway in the right front room. This dwelling was enlarged and
refined to suit changing family needs.

Political, Military: The Bonham House, also known as Flat Grove, was owned

by Sophie Smith Bonham whose husband, James Bonham of Maryland, fought in
the Revolution. It is believed that they lived in the house when a son,
James Butler, was born. James Butler Bonham later died at the Alamo.

A younger son, Milledge L. Bonham, was the next owner. He served in
the South Carolina State Legislature, the United States House of
Representatives, and was a general in the War Between the States. During
the war he was elected governor of South Carolina and served until 1864.
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NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
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1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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