


7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
— excellent —_deteriorated ____ unaltered X__ original site

- ____good —_ruins X _ altered — moved date
___fair X _ unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance
Nipper Creek (38RD18) is a stratified archaeological site located in the Piedmont physio

center of the site. Ground visibility is high in this open, sandy area and numerous lithic
scatters can be seen. The southern part of the site consists of two old fields and woods
(See attached map). "
The South Carolina Piedmont lies within the oak-pine forest region (Kiehler 1964).
Much of the vegetation at 38RD18 consists of old field succession growth (pine, sumac, per-
simmon), although mixed hardwoods (hickory, holly, cedar) are present along the creek. The
site differs geologically from Piedmont si it d i i from ar
active colluvial system.

Cultural Affiliation

Identification of the cultural periods represented at the Nipper Creek site is based on
(1) the limited work previously done by SCIAA archaeologists, which included salvage of a
colonial house midden (South 1977), seven auger tests, and surface collections; (2) the con-
tents of private artifact collections; and (3) testing conducted during three weeks of field

work in 1985. :
Cultural periods present at the Nipper Creek site include the Historic period: (late

eighteenth-early nineteenth century); the Mississippian period: (A.D. 900-1500); the Wood-
land period: (200 B.C.-A.D. 900); the Late Archaic period: Otarre phase (2,000-1,000 B.C.)
and Savannah River phase (3,000-2,000 B.C.); the Middle Archaic period: Guilford phase
(4,000-3,000 B.C.) and Morrow Mountain phase (5,500-4,000 B.C.); the Early Archaic period:
Bifurcate phase (6,800-5,500 B.C.), Kirk phase (7,200~6,800 B.C.), Palmer phase (7,500-
7,200 B.C.), Taylor phase (7,900-7,500 B.C.), and Dalton phase (8,500-7,900 B.C.); and the

Paleo-Indian period (9,500-8,500 B.C.).

Assessment of Integrity

Disturbance at 38RD18 has been primarily due to human agencies, and the heaviest im-
pact was undoubtedly the commercial stripping of sand from approximately one-third of the
site in 1970. Auger tests show that cultural deposits have been removed completely in some
portions of the sand-stripped area and only shallow deposits remain in other places. The
differential preservation of the stripped area is also indicated by the presence of fire-
cracked rock and debitage concentrations, which appear to be the scattered and deflated
remnants of Archaic features and activity areas. The recovery of a fluted point from this
disturbed area suggests that cultural deposits of the earliest Indian occupations of the
region may still exist at this site. Auger testing and test excavations indicate that in
the old fields and woods, Archaic cultural materials are buried too deeply to be disturbed
by the plow zone. The occupational levels or horizons are stratified, well preserved, and

contain charred hickory nut shells.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

-X_prehistoric _X_ archeology-prehistoric ___ community planning ____ landscape architecture____ religion

_X_1400-1499 _ archeology-historic — conservation — law —— science

—1500-1599 ____ agriculture —___ economics — literature — sculpture

— - 1600-1699 ____ architecture — education — military — social/

— _1700-1799 ___ art —— engineering — music humanitarian

— —1800-1899 ___ commerce —— exploration/settlement ____ philosophy ___theater

— 1900~ — communications —industry — politics/government ___ transportation
—_invention , — other (specify)

Specific dates N/A Builder/Architect N/A

_ Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)’

The Nipper Creek site,
M is a deep, stratified, Piedmont site buried by colluvial sand.
rtifactual evidence documents 11,000 years of human activity at the site, from the first
Paleo-Indian occupants of the region to historic times. Cultural periods and phases repre-
sented at the site by diagnostic hafted bifaces are Paleo-Indian, Early Archaic (Taylor,
Palmer, Kirk and Bifurcate), Middle Archaic (Morrow Mountain and Guilford), Late Archaic
(Savannah River and Otarre), Woodland (Degtford and Yadkin), Mississippian, and Historic

(late eighteenth-early nineteenth century
The Nipper Creek site (38RD18) is significant under Criterion D of the National Register

criteria for evaluation: "...have yielded, or may be!likely to yield, information important
in prehistory or history." This fall-line site contains stratified Archaic assemblages, and
appears to have been a habitation site fairly continuously during Archaic times (8,500-
2,000 B.C.). The stratified record covering more than 6,000 years of human occupation pro-
vides a valuable framework for studying cultural change among extinct hunter-gatherer
societies. Datable quantities of charcoal are present, and the five dates obtained from the
1985 test excavations range in sequence from 2,200 B.C. to 5,590 B.C. The geological
processes at Nipper Creek are also relatively unique. A colluvial system produced the deep
sand in which the artifacts at this Piedmont site are buried, and Nipper Creek is the first
prehistoric site of this kind reported in South Carolina. The presence of a datable
colluvial deposit provides a unique opportunity to reconstruct variation in soil movement
and buildup related to climatic and floral changes in the past 12,000 years, including the

change from Pleistocene to Holocene conditions.

Research Potential

The site's primary value lies in the information potential of the dense prehistoric
archaeological remains. Diagnostic artifacts from all major archaeologically known cultures
in South Carolina are present, and are particularly abundant for the Early, Middle, and
Late Archaic periods (8,000-2,000 B.C.). 1In the area of chronology building and the re-
construction of cultural history, this site can provide data for the following specific
research questions:

1. Clarification of the positions of several Middle-Late Archaic cultures in South
Carolina, specifically those represented by Brier Creek, Guilford, and Otarre bifaces, with
respect to the currently known Southeastern sequence as reported by Coe (1964), Broyles
(1971) and Chgpman (1976). _ . '

2. The%a%dﬁ?aﬁce'of&stoné‘toolé‘and lithic debris can be expected to expand our know-
assembla%e content ‘for different ¢ultural phases, identify specific activities

ledge of tool
the site, and provid$ a basis for studying diachronic change in activities

carried on at

and site use. :
3. This site exhibits a wide variety of lithic raw materials, with evidence for dif-

ferential use of specific materials over time. Analysis of raw material availability and
use can provide useful information on diachronic resource selection and procurement patterns,

mobility, and curation. ‘
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Test excavations in wooded areas reveal buried Archaic deposits which have produced a
coherent stratigraphy based on time-sensitive artifacts. Obvious vertical separation is
discernable between the classic Southern Appalachian Piedmont cultural-historical manifes-
tations as described by Coe (1964). Numerous features consisting of clusters of burned
rock and chipping loci are present for major cultural-historical periods, providing further
evidence of integrity.

The Nipper Creek site also contains datable quantities of charred hickory nut shells.
Radiocarbon dates were obtained for the following test excavation levels: 40-50 cm: 4150 %
70 years: 2,200 B.C. (Beta-14846); 50-60 cm: 4190 + 90 years: 2,240 B.C. (Beta-14847);
60-70 cm: 4710 + 60 years: 2,760 B.C. (Beta-14848); 70-80 cm: 5520 + 150 years: 3,570
B.C. (Beta-14849); 80-90 cm: 7590 * 95 years: 5,590 B.C. (Beta-14850). These dates are
too recent when compared with dates for similar horizons elsewhere in the Southeast. How-
ever, the arbitrary 10 cm excavation units bisected deposits of the separate occupational
phases, so a more fine-grained excavation strategy should eliminate this discrepancy. These
five dates document the presence of very ancient prehistoric charcoal, and the progressively
older dates, with increasing depth, suggest negligible disturbance of cultural deposits.
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4. An understanding of prehistoric cultures depends upon knowledge of the range of
activities and site types associated with each phase. Less attention has been devoted to
the study of fall-line sites than Coastal Plain and Piedmont sites. Data from Nipper Creek
can be used to explore differences between the utilization of these three distinct environ-
mental zones.

5. At a more general theoretical level, the Nipper Creek site can contribute to un-
derstanding processes of change in prehistoric societies. Several models of hunter-gatherer
subsistence and settlement strategies have been proposed for the Southeast in general and
the Carolina Piedmont in particular. One model (House and Ballenger 1976; Goodyear et al.
1979) proposes that riverine and (upland) interriverine areas were utilized in different
ways for habitation and resource extraction purposes. An alternative model (Claggett
and Cable 1982) hypothesizes that hunter-gatherer strategies were linked to environmental
and climatic changes. Archaeological and geological data from Nipper Creek can be used
to empirically test these models.

6. Finally, 38RD18 has great potential for providing information about past climates
and vegetation as reflected in soil changes and geological processes. The charred plant
remains present may provide data pertaining to past plant resources and to prehistoric sub-
sistence or plant exploitation strategies. Such interdisciplinary studies are needed to
show how this portion of the Southeast was affected by the major environmental changes
which have taken place over the past 12,000 years.
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