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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Built in 1870 in II Empire design, the building has bearing brick
walls, brick relieving arches, and wood floors supported by wood
joist. Three floors with full basement.

Mansard roof covered with slate; terminal and central pavilions each
with its own roof; corner quoins on pavilions; central pavilion

with hooded dormer of double windows; end pavilion with mainly
segmented dormers. Other mansard roof windows are pedimented dormers.
- with paneled frieze below mansard roof. Second story
windows have arched dripstone with keystone; exception its octagonal
west pavilion which has a door-size window facing southwest with
pediment and dripstone.

Boxed-eernice with decorated frieze above first floor. Two side
double doors with keystoned arches. First floor windows to west
of central pavilion are small rectangulars with keystone and
dripstone; windows to east are full length with keystone and
dripstone.

Originally, banking room floor at basement level and entrance was

by a monumental stair down. Store end of building (to west of central
pavilion) has a street floor entrance and display windows; high
ceiling and balcony on interior with two floors above. The

remainder of the building has three floors above basement.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Listed in the Historical American Buildings Survey, it is
architecturally significant as one of the few undamaged examples

of IT Empire design still extant in the Southeast and the only
commercial example of this type and period architecture in Columbia,
South Carolina. Because of its rarity of type within the area, it
is of extreme importance in local architectural history. Columbia
architect Walter Petty, F.A.I.A., considers it the most important
building on Main Street.

Built in 1870 as the Central National Bank, it survived the panic
of 1871 and was absorbed by the Loan and Exchange Bank organized
in 1886 under state charter. Used since 1906 as a jewelry store.

Attributed to Samuel Sloan by Dr. Harold N. Cooledge, Jr., Alumni
Professor of Architecture at Clemson University. Listed in Group

I of Cooledge's "City of Columbia Historical and Cultural Buildings
and Sites List" of 1967. Buildings in this group constitute a
primary delineation of Columbia's material, visual history and

"by any means possible...should be conserved and/or restored on
their original sites."
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fSON OFFICER CERTIFICATION

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION.

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

of this nomination is:
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SYLVAN BUILDING (CENTRAL NATIONAL BANK)

January 1959 -- January 1963.

Entry: Central National Bank, Columbia (SC-255), 3 photos,

4 data sheets. Washington, D.C.: National Park Service, 1963.
1872 letter from Addison Hutton to his partner (possession of

Mrs. Robert D. Yarnall, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.)
1872 Map of the City of Columbia, South Carolina.
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