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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Red brick Victorian Gothic church, completed 1872, has double-
shouldered buttresses, large arched center entrance with double doors
flanked by similar arched entrances. Above left entrance isatully-devel-
oped tower with steeple; matching lines extend to the rooflihe on the
right. On both towers are four pinnacles topped by unusual crown-shaped
ornaments. Exterior displays much use of stonework and ornate brickwork;
closely-spaced modillions SUpp rt outside cornice., Stained glass windows;
six on each side, one larg%/agﬁﬁésé’nctuary, one above each entrance,
one small on either side of main doorway. Windows depict life of Christ
without using human figures.

Inside: ceiling of church has exposed beams; unusual shouldered
Gothic doors on either side of sanctuary. Balcony in rear features curv-
ing Gothic balustrade.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

One of Columbia's four most historic churches; fine example of
Victorian Gothic architecture. Unusual shape of pinnacles gives appear-
ance of Islamic influence. Chancel chairs in sanctuary were gift of
Gen. Wade Hampton III.

Congregation organized 1803; frame church, first house of worship
in Columbia, built 1804 under directionof pastor John Harper, ordained
by John Wesley. Famous Méthodist Bishop Francis Asbury frequently visited
church in early 1800s. William Capers appointed pastor 1831-- renowned
preacher, much involved in education and ministry of slaves, first bishop
elected by Methodist Episcopal Church, South, buried beneath altar of
present church. Brick structure erected in 1830s burned 1865; according
to legend Union soldiers looking for First Baptist Church, site of first
meeting of South Carolina secession convention, were directed here by
Baptist sexton. Small chapel built of brick salvaged from ruins and
replaced 1872 by present church erected with funds collected throughout
the nation.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
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