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Located in the town of Pickens, South Carolina, the 01d Pickens County Jail

1s a two-story brick structure built circa 1903, An important landmark in Pickens,
the Jail was originally constructed to serve as both a jail and as a residence

for the Sheriff of Pickens County. The living quarters for the Sheriff were
Tocated in the west side of the building and a small two story cell block

was located on the east. In 1928 the east side of the building was expanded

in order to proyide additional space for the cell block.

The original core of the Pickens Jail is a two-story structure constructed of
brick Taid in the common bond pattern. It features a hip roof with two
interior chimneys and 1/1 segmented arch windows with granite sills. At its
northeast corner is a two-story tower constructed of brick laid in the flemish
bond. This tower features 1/1 segmented arch windows, a crinolated tower and
conical roof. Projecting bays are located along the north and west facades.
An encircling veranda originally wrapped around the first story of the north
and west facades; it was removed during the late 1920s. In 1928 the east side
of the building was expanded to increase space in the cell block itself.

This expansion took the form of a two story brick detention wing. This wing
features a flat roof, granite stringcourse and parapet, and 6/6 windows.

In 1978 the exterior of the building was sandblasted.

Interior:; The interior of Pickens Jail was originally divided into the Sheriff's
[Tying quarters on the west and detention facilities on the east. The interior

of the jail was renoyated in 1975 toaccommodate the building's new function as a
historical museum. These renovations mainly consisted of the removal of the iron
cell bars and the rearrangement of doors and stairways to provide better access
between the original building and the cell block, In the 1903 section, the

original wood staircase in the central hallway was removed, and a two-story

Sﬁace was created in the front section by removal of part of the second story floor.
This created a balcony effect on the second floor level.

A steel staircase providing access to the second floor of the 1920s detention

wing was replaced with a contemporary wood staircase. A door was cut through

a load-bearing brick wall on the second floor to provide access to the upstairs
portion previously independently served by the central hallway staircase. Housed,
in the rear (south) addition, the existing first floor kitchen and second floor
restroom facilities were retained.

In the 1920s section, six cell blocks and one maximum security or juvenile cell
on the first floor were removed to provide space for the historical museum. A
second maximum security or juvenile cell was retained for display, and the heavy
steel doors and bars Teading to the old cell blocks remain. ‘Anopening was cut
through a 12" concrete wall which divided the first floor lengthwise into two
equal spaces. This provided increased access on the first floor level. On the
second floor, six cell blocks and an interior steel partition wall were removed
to provide space for the art gallery.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

An important local Tandmark in Pickens, South Carolina, the Pickens County Jail
was constructed in 1903 to serye as a detention facility for county criminals
and as the home for the Sheriff of Pickens County and his family. The Pickens
Jail is significant as one of the few early jails still in existence in
Piedmont South Carolina. Used as a detention facility until August 1975, the
Pickens County Jail is currently used as a historical museum and art gallery.

In July 1902 the Commissioners of Pickens County purchased one acre of land

in the town of Pickens to be used for the construction of a new jail to
replace an earlier wooden structure. The new jail was completed by 1903 when
Pickens County Sheriff James Henry Grace McDaniel and his family moved into
the building, Since it was the custom at that time for the sheriff to feed
and care for the prisoners, the jail contained both cell blocks and Tiving
quarters for the sheriff's family., During the residence of the McDaniel family
in 1903, three members of the family contracted typhoid fever and died in the
upstairs bedroom of the jail. This eyent is considered to be an important
element in the folklore of the jail's history in Pickens County. James Henry
Grace McDaniel resigned as Sheriff in 1904 and the succeeding sheriffs of
Pickens County continued to liye in the jail. By 1918 the average daily
population was approximately seven, and the jail itself was rated by the State
Board of Charities and Corrections as having average conditions. In 1928, in
answer to increased needs, a two-story cell block was added to the east side
of the original Jjail building. The Pickens Jail was used continuously as a
jail facility until August 1975 when a new county law enforcement center was
constructed. The old jail was subsequently turned over to the Pickens County
Museum Commission and Arts Commission. After more than a year of restoration
and renoyation work, the Pickens Jail was opened in the fall of 1976 as a
historical museum and art gallery. Although certain changes were necessary
for the adaptive use of the building, Pickens County Jail remains an important
Tocal landmark which has been preseryed due to its viable new use as a museum
and Art Gallery.
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The historical museum, kitchen, small conference room, and the county
historical society's office are located on the ground floor. The second
floor houses the art gallery and Arts Commission. Although changes were
made to the building in order to house the art gallery and historical
museum, the Pickens County Jail is a notable example of the adaptive

use of a local landmark for a new and viable function.

Surroundings: The Jail is located in downtown Pickens some two blocks
beTow the county courthouse,
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