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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Oconee Station is a rectilinear fieldstore building with gable roof
with small windows in gable, wooden leanto porch with four supports in
front of central main entrance. Both front casement windows, which were
originally loopholes, are set high on either side of entrance and are
four over four. Colonial batten doors and shutters. Shutters also have
long iron strip hinges. Walls are two feet thick.

Interior has brick fireplaces, one on each floor, in large central
chimney. In basement are old loom, spinning wheel, and bullet molds,

Richaxds House, adjacent to Oconee Station, has two.stories and
a basement, and is constructed of handmade brick laid in a combination
of English and Flemish bond. House has fieldston@ foundation, two-_
piece batten shutters with iron stx#p hinges, front facade entablature
and leanto porch, Also has end chimneys.

Inside, house has two fireplaces on each floor. Brick parquet
floor was recently discovered on ground floor, beneath about six inches
of dirt. Second story floor is wood.

(single
Both buildings have been restored for use :§_3r§ﬁ£mer home. Mortar
has been added to the walls of Oconee Station and its interior has been
redesigned to create bedrooms. The kitchen, living and dining rooms, etc.
are housed in the Richards House,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Oldest building in Oconee County, Oconee Station was erected before
1760 to afford the few settlers nearby a measure of protection against
numerous Cherokee Indians in area, Last of three guardhouses built by
Lt. Col. Archibald Montgomerie, who commanded English and Scottish
troops in ill-starred 1762 attacks on Cherokees.

Building marks farthest point in South Carolina to which white set-
tlers ventured prior to the Revolution, and is believed to have housed
British soldiers, at least periodically, until after that war.

During the early 1800s the Indians used the building as a trading
post. Later it became a storage place for furs, and then a residence.

The adjacent Richards house, constructed in 1805, is believed to
be the first brick house built in the northwest corner of the state.
It was erected by William Richards, one of three brothers who came
to this area as soldiers under Col. Montgomerie, and decided to stay
here after the Revolution. During the early 19th century the house
served as a stagecoach stop.,
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