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The Opera House building is Gothic in design, with a tall
steeple and a wide gable on the front side. The parcade
is sloping; the balcony wide and also sloping.

After examining the building for the Newberry County His-

torical Society, Dr. Harold N. Cooledge, alumni professor

of architecture at Clemson University, thinks that the com—
munity building was, '"in all likelihood, 'designed' out of a
pattern book, and shows the influence of the Philadelphia
architect, Frank Furness." "This is unusual,'" says Dr. Cooledge,
"as Furness was popular during later years of the reconstruction
when little monumental architecture was undertaken in the South."
The entrance, shape and construction of window openings, and the
rich, heavy, briék ornamentation is very reminiscent of his style.

"The original arrangement of interior spaces and the accumulation
of such a wide range of municipal functions under one roof is not
surprising (examples of this tendency can be found from 1840-1900);
what is surprising is the fine condition of the building and the
degree to which its original form and functions have been pre-
served. The condition of the "Opera House" proper is most un-
usual; I know of only one oxr two (and those had to be heavily
restored) which can compare with it."

Located on Newberry's central square, the old building was the
hub of cultural and civic activities for many years. Its bricks
were handmade in Newberry.

L~Restoration is scheduled to begin immediately under auspices of
the Newberry County Historical Society. The project has strong
local support.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Located on a lot where John Leavell, among others, operated
a tavern in the town's earlier years, the Newberry Opera
House became a popular cultural center from the time of its
dedication in 1882. The lot was purchased from Mr. Leavell
in 1871.

Here were presented the stage dramas, operas and operettas,
minstrel shows, musical comedies and similar attractions
which toured the country in this era and are remembered as
major features of the town's cultural and social life. Prior
to the erection of the Opera House, the local Thespian Club
had presented shows (1876-81) in second-story rooms of a
building nearby. With the advent of movies, and the build-
ing of larger auditoriums in the city, the Newberry Opera
House was used exclusively as a movie theater. The build-
ing currently houses city government, the development board
and the local Civil Defense group.

According to Dr. Cooledge, the building "is a very good ex-
ample of eclectic design from the last quarter of the 19th
century...l consider Newberry most fortunate to possess such

a building in such a location. Proper conservation and res-—
toration would give the city a facility of great value and
usefulness, while preserving a significant example of Newberry's
material history."
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