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Exterior: Rectangular in plan, Duncan's Creek Presbyterian church
was built in 1842 of coursed cut stone 1rregu]ar in 1ength and width.
A1l four sides are symmétrical. The ‘gable end is the main entrance facade
and is centered with double doors flanked by two narrow windows at a
slightly higher level. Just under the gable is a shorter and wider
window with an arch of radiating voussoirs.

Eaves project over the sides of the building which feature both
central recessed doorways and two windows on each side. Stone lintels
and slipsills frame the nine-over-nine windows. A brick chimney is
centered on the sloop of the medium gable roof.

Interior: The interior is basically the same as it was in the
1840s with its rows of straight backed oak pews, bare wood floors, and
hanging kerosene lamp. A raised platform at the head of the congregation
elevates the simple wooden pulpit adorned with two fluted pilasters.
It was carved by the Rev. Zelotes Holmes when he served the church in
1853.

One of the few changes made in the church was the removal of the
original rear slave gallery in the first third of the twentieth century.

Surroundings: The church is situated on a wooded site and is
flanked by a cemetery containing carved stone markers of both Revolutionary
and Confederate soldiers.
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STATEMENT OF SiGNIFICANCE

Duncan's Creek Presbyterian Church, the oldest in Laurens County, is
one of the earliest examples of rural church architecture in the upper
part of South Carolina. Its unadorned simplicity and solid stone construc-
tion are characteristic of buildings erected by early Scotch-Irish
settlers in the Southeastern United States.

Architecture: A simple rectangular building constructed of irregular
stones, the puncan's Creek Presbyterian Church stands as a reminder of
mid 19th Century rustic church architecture. Its simplicity, uncompli-
cated symmetry, and fine stone masonry are features which make it a
valuable record of up-country rural architecture.

Re]igion: As early as 1752 a settlement arose around the junction
of Duncan's Creek and the Enoree River. John Duncan, a Scotch-Irish
pioneer from Pennsylvania was one of the earliest settlers in this
historic area. About twelve years later the Duncan's Creek Presby-

terian Church was organized by Joseph Adair, Thomas Erving, William Hanna,
and Andrew McCrory and his brothers. Shortly thereafter a primitive log
church was built. The present church, a larger and more lasting structure
of stone,was built more than seventy years later, ca. 1842.

Many churches in Laurens county are "daughters” of this old church
as members of its congregation left to establish new churches in neigh-
boring areas. Dr. William P. Jacobs, founder of Thornwell Orphanage
and Presbyterian College, was the minister of Duncan's Creek for a number
of years.

Sixteen men from the congregation who served in the Revolutionary War
are buried in the cemetery. A memorial plaque was dedicated to them in
1928 by the Musgrove's Mill and Henry Laurens Chapters, DAR. Carved head-
stones also mark the grave sites of numerous church members who fought in
the Confederate War.

The earliest marked grave is that of Susannah Long, 1776.
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