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The district concerned was central colonial Camden and its
adjacent outlying areas. There 1s extant a map of the town
drawn in 1781 showing all the structures in the area, and
enough has been found by archaeological digging to justify
the map's accuracy. During British occupation, Camden
consisted of two city blocks of period houses and military
barracks surrounded by a palisade log fence and further
protected by five redoubts and three other fortified
features (a house, a jail, and a powder magazine) which
were placed strategically from 100 to 1000 feet outside
the town itself.

Though the district remains within the city limits, the
malin part of Camden has moved northward over the years.
Because of war and fire, all original buildings 1in the
district have been destroyed, and much of it remains

open today. At present, extensive archaeological restoration
of the powder magazine site (not the bulding itself) and
the foundation of the fortified house (used as British
headquarters and the home of the town's founder) have been
effected without destroying their historical integrity.
Further work on these two features, two of the redoubts,
and a portion of the pallisade 1s scheduled within a year,
again keeping the integrity of the features in the highest
regard,

The unaltered indication in the space following "integrity"
refers to the above cited features. Some of the outlying
fortifications may lie under existing structures or for other
reasons be altered to some extent, as they have not yet

been found. Fortunately, the structures which have been
found give a unified representation of all the fortifications.

The unexposed indication under "condition" should be qualified
in the light of the exploration and reconstruction outlined
above to cover only five of the outside fortifications and

the house sites inside the town wall,

One feature lies primarily outside the present city limits
of Camden. This was the old Ferry Road which connected the
town to the Wateree River and thereby to Charleston. Its
path can be traced, although it has not been used for many
years.,
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Camden's significance in the Revolutionary War is directly
related to the British War Office's decision of late

1779 to establish total control over the southern colonies.
This decision was predicated on the belief, a correct &
one, that there was widespread support for the King in

the South. They also believed, incorrectly, that the
Carolinas could be quickly conquered and easily held

while serving as a base for the.lnvasion of the middle
colonles which had stubbornly repulsed British attempts

to subjugate them.

Ma jor General Henry Clinton was dispatched from New York
to capture Charleston, South Carolina, which task he acc-
omplished with stunning success on 12 May 1780, capturing
virtually all the American continental and militia troops
in the Carolinas. Clinton then initiated a plan to secure
all of South Carolina for the British by sending detach-
ments to establish control over three strategic inland
towns: Camden, Ninety Slx, and Augusta.

Lord Charles Cornwallis, with Lord Francis Rawdon as his
lieutenant, commanded the detachment sent to Camden. He
effected its selzure without resistance on 1 :June 1780,
Cornwallis soon returned to Charleston to underteke the
re-establishment of royal government in that city (Clinton
returned to New York), leaving Rawdon to fortify Camden.

Camden served as the principal British supply post for ,
the next year. It became the storage house for all British’
campaigns in the South. The reason for its selection

were related by General Banastre Tarleton in 1787: "The
magazine was formed at that place on account of the conveniencle
of water carriage by the river from Nelson's ferry, and
because it was the most eligible position to support
communicstions:t between the army and Charleston, when
the King's troops moved forward into North Carolina,"

In addition to being the main British sugply point in
the South from Spring, 1780 to Spring, 1781, Camden proved
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to be thelr garrison for two major Revolutionary War engage-
ments, the Battles of Camden and Hobkirk Hill,

The first of these, which occurred 16 August 1780 about
elght miles north of Camden, pitted General Horatio Gates,
"the hero of Saratoga", against Lord Cornwallis, who had
returned from Charleston on hearing of the American drive
toward Camden. The result of the ensuing conflict has

been described as "the most disastrous defeat ever inflicted
on an American army." It was here that Baron Johann DeKalb,
the cohort of the Marquis de Lafayfette who had come from
France to fight for America's independence, was mortally
wounded, DeKalb died three days after the battle in the
walled town of Camden.,

The Battle of Hobkirk (or Hobkirk's) Hill had more favorable
results for the Americans. General Nathandel Greene replaced
Gates, who had been disgraced by his behavior at the Battle
of Camden, as commander of the American forces 1n the South.
Greene felt it imperative that the British battlements at
Camden be destroyed. However, after the Battle of Camden,
Cornwallls had ordered his chief engineer, Lt. Henry Haldane,
to strengthen the town's fortifications, and, when he arrived
in the Camden vicinity in April, 1781, Greene was moved to
write the Continental Congress, "The fort is much larger

than we had been informed. We could nelther storm the town
nor invest the works with any prospect of success." An
englineer, probably General Thaddeus Kosciuszko, accompanying
Greene prepared a plat the extremely strong fortifications.
As a result of the strength of the British position, Greene
retired to Hobkirk's Hill, about two miles north of Camden,
where Lord Rawdon launched a surprise attack against the
Americans on the morning of 25 April 1781. Despite Greene's
good strategy and early success in the fighting, a weak

1link in Col. John Gunby's line opened the way for the British
to eventually take the field. However, this, as were many
others including Guilford Court House, was most certainly

a pyrric victory for the British. They and the Americans
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had both lost about 260, killed, wounded, and missing, but
this amount was so damaging to Rawdon that he felt compelled
to evacuate Camden, since his provisions were also 1n short
supply. After destroying virtually all the battlements in
Camden, Rawdon effected hls withdrawal from the town on 10
May. Greene, on learning of the evacuation, ordered General
Thomas Sumbter to complete the destruction of Camden to prevent
re-occupation by the British and remarked to an aide, "Now
all the British posts (in the Carolinas) will fall." By
the following autumm, only Charleston remained in British
hands.

Though Camden's role as chief garrison for these two battles
is quite significant, it is important to remember that the
town served as the loglstical headquarters for all British
activities in the South during the year preceding the surrendgr
at Yorktown. Along with King's Mountain and Guilford Court
House, the fall of Camden was a pivotal point in the eventual
defeat of the British.

Three historical notes directly connected with the fortifi=-
cations or the area they covered should be mentioned:

The house outside the walls of the town around which was
erected a pallisade was the home of Joseph Kershaw, the
founder of Camden, and was, of course used as the headquarters
of Lord Cornwallis and later Lord Rawdon. Its common name
is the "Cornwallis House".

Andrew Jackson saild that he witnessed the Battle of Hobkirk
Hill from the second story of the fortified jail guarding
the road to the north of town. It is on record that he was
imprisoned there, probably following the incident when he
refused to shine the British officer's boots and received

a saber wound for his impudence.

Though the fortifications had been destroyed ten years pre-
viously, George Washington visited Camden in 1791 during

his southern presidential tour. After crossing the Wateree
River, he travelled up the old Ferry Road into the town and
was received at the intersection which had served as the hub
of activity during the British occupation.
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