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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Greek Revival style of white clapboard with brick foundation piers.
Portico supported by Doric columns on pedestals, gable roof. Large
central door is flanked by smaller doors, the latter crowned by a
transom. Building is four bays long (third is a door). Others are
large rectangular three-sash windows with clear panes. The square
tower which rises from the gable ridge pole contains two sections.

The first is enclosed but possesses a section which may have been
open formerly. The second, which contains the bell, is open. Its
roof is supported by four round columns.

Interior — Two side aisles lead to communion tabhle, in front of
a high wall-type pulpit that is entered from either side by a balustra-—
ded staircase. Floor of randomwidth boards. Box pews. Slave gallery
in rear is supported by chamfered columns.

Church and cemetery surrounded by ancient moss laden trees.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The church and a dwelling are the remains of the old town of
Gillisonville (one-time seat of old Beaufort District), which was

burned by Sherman's Army in 1865.

Church was constituted 1836 as the summer home of Coosawhatchie
Baptist Church so it might escape the insects and "fever" of the
hot summer months. Built 1838, and named Gillisonyille Baptist
Church in 1886.

Architecturally significant: It was apparently constructed by
local craftsman and possesses many original features such as the
box pews, flooring, and balcony with columms.

Historically: Church was used as headquarters for a contingent

of Union troops during the Civil War. The old communion set was

etched by a Union soldier '"War of 1861-2-3-4. TFeb. 1865. This is

done by a Yankee soldier." The set is still in use.
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