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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION . CHECK ONE CHECK ONE

—EXCELLENT _XDETERIORATED XUNALTERED —_ORIGINALSITE
—Goop ¢ , —RUINS . —ALTERED _ X_-MOVED .'DATsAugust_ 28, 1976
© XFAR ' _UNEXPOSED :

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

| This boat is a merchant yessel that sank Yy
| _ The yvessel was in no way associated with the operations of

ferrying.
The physical dimensions were deyeloped by Mr. J. Richard Steffy, Ancient.
Ship Reconstructor, Institute 6f Nautical Archeology, College Station, Texas
and are as follows:
% "Principal Dimensions and Scant11ngs
Length between perpendiculars (sheer) - 50 feet, 5 inches alohg'éhg céh%gri1ne
of the kingplank -~ 45 feet, 9-% inches
Breath, extreme - 14 feet
moulded - 13 feet, 5 inches
Height,.bottom of kingplank to sheer amidships - 3 feet, 10-% inches
to sheer at bow rabbet - 6 feet, 6-3/4 inches
to sheer. at stérn rabbet - 7 feet, 5-% inches
Depth in hold (est.) - 3 feet, 1-1/2 inches
Dréft, afore and abaft - 2 feet, 10 inches
Burthen - c. 30 tons | | ‘
Bottom planks, of ye11ow pine, 4 inches th1ck
Frames, of oak, floors sided *+ 5 inches, moulded 4 inches
futtocks sided * 4 1nches moulded at the head * 4.ihches,
. at the heel * 2-% inches
Posts, of oak, dimensioned as in text, p. 6-10
planking of pine, 1'inch thick

Wale, of éypress, 3 inches thick * 7-%‘inches-broad

'KQ¢1SOR, of cypress, moulded 4 inches, sided 12 inches amidships, 10 inches in
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| SPECIFIC DATES : BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Brown ‘s Ferry Vessel sank between 1730 and 1740 as indicated by

artifacts found on the wreck, i.e. pipes, bottles, etc. (see attached photographs).
The vessel itself is probably older judging from several "small square and
rectangular wooden patches (that) were found along some seams, especially near

the butts, They seemed to have been used to repair split edges, a condition
which may haye been created during the removal of old caulking” (Steffy, 1978a: 14),

There is only one other yessel that could be compared to the Brown's Ferry

Vessel and that is the gundalow Philadelphia on display in the Smithsonian

Institution. Mr. Steffy, in comparing the two vessels says "...the only major
[ similarity being that each had a flat bottom. The Philadelphia is hard-chined

§ throughout, is separately framed on bottom and sides, and is of extremely simple
design and build. Conditions at Lake Champlain demanded such a craft. The cargo
vessel at Brown's Ferry, on the other hand, was both simple and complex in design
and construction. It's (the Brown's Ferry Vessel) form was not quickly decided
to meet an emergency, but eyolyed slowly and thoughtfully in a competitive

! atmosphere" (Steffy<1928a: 20).

L Steffy continues, ?What is the yalue of such a small, unimpressive little
freighter? In my opinion, it is the most important single nautical discovery in
the United States to date. In the first place, it establishes primary evidence

for American shipbuilding nearly fifty years earlier .than previous discoveries.
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the bow, 8 inches in the stern" (Steffy 1978a: 30).

In addition, she was flat bottomed and keelless. The vessel was hard-chined
above the ends and had a soft dead rise amidships.

The present apprearance is very similar .to the original. The starboard side
was intact to the wale, but had been collapsed by the vessel's cargo of bricks
thus was rémoved during recoyery prior to raising the hull. The port side has
approximately 50% remaining; while the stern is severely damaged.

There is, however, enough left to give a good idea of the stern structure.
There is no mast remaining. This was pfobably removed when she sank:- in 20 feet

of water over 230 years ago.

The vessel was excavated in the summer of 1976. Before it was raised, its

| cargo of bricks was removed and the vessel was mapped. It was then transported

to Columbia, South Carolina for study. Removal to dry land for this purpose

was made necessary by the fact that —
— "¢ on Tond

the véssel was kept wet 24.hours a.day to prevent.deteﬁioration.

After study, the Brown's Ferry Vessel was removed in 1977 to its present
site, (Y '
Anthropology. This was done for the following reasons:

1. The vessel needed,fo be kept underwater to safely await conservation.
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2. There was no way to brotect this valuable and important find from any

souvenir seeker or unscrupulous diver with no regard for its historical value.

3. Y
The boat will remain at its present position for several years. but may

eventually be moved for public display.
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More importantly, this was a merchant hull, built without the anxiety,
bureaucracy, and inefficiency often associated with vessels of war.

As such, it defines everyday technology in a competitive atmosphere,
Additionally, this was a local type--important to any maritime scholar--
representing a period and area in which far too little maritime information
has been forthcoming.

"The southern colonies had farmland, timber, deep rivers, and seaports.
Certainly, South Carolina and neighboring states must have been heavily involved
in shipbuilding and waterborne commerce; In some respects, these ventures
must have been as impressive as the well-documented maritime ventures of New
England and the Chesapeake. Hopefully, the Brown's Ferry vessel will signal
the beginning of more fruitful research into those Southern maritime activities."
(Steffy 1978a: 25)

Howard Chappelle in The History of American Sailing Ships states,

"It has been the fashion to dismiss shipbuilding south of New York as
unimportant and underdeveloped in colonial days. This is probably due to a
lack of records as compared to New England. (In the case of the Brown's
Ferry Vesse],>for example, the Institute of Archeology and Anthropology
has since 1976 had an archivist searching without success through colonial
records for referenceé to the boat.) But the conclusion is ridiculous..."

(Chapelle 1935: 8). Mr, Chapelle continues, "Description alone is quite
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insufficient to give a picture of what colonial vessels were like in appearance
and design. Obviously paintings or plans are required. Paintings exist,
either in rare ship portraits or in pictures of harbors and towns.

Plans are of far greater assistance and few can be found." (Chapelle 1935: 17).
Because of the Brown's Ferry Vessel, scholars in maritime history have
something even more than Howard Chapelle could have hoped for. They have a well
preserved hull of an early 18th century merchant vessel to study. Since its

recovery, very few alterations have occurred. To Quote Steffy (1978a: 27),
"The hull is in such fine condition that consefvation, not reconstruction,
poses the major obstacle... . One thing is certain--the Brown's Ferry Vessel
is far too important a piece of Americana to be neglected. Its secrets of
early American technology should be shared by all", "Preservation and
reconstruction of the surviving hull members will insure a continuation of

new discoveries through the eyes of many scholars for years to come" (Steffy 1978b:

61).
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