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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Three principal environmental changes-have taken place on Snow's Island
since the Francis Marion period (1780-1781). First, in 1780 the island
was utilized as a plantation by one William Goddard. Goddard raised
livestock and cultivated some land. The location of Goddard's plantation
is not noted in the secondary literature. Today Snow's Island is unin-

.Second,
Over

reserve.

as a private huntin

habited and it functions primaril
in 1780
the

jam and the changing course

Third, the island has been periodically logged,
the last harvest having taken place about 1955.

With the exception of these changes Snow's Island has undergone no major
or significant environmental alteration since 1780-1781. The contemporary
swamp physical setting is substantially the same as it was in Marion's
time. By basing his partisan operations on.the tactical advantages of such
an environment, Francis Marion earned the designation of the Swamp Fox.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Francis Marion, a South Carolina militia offlcer emerged from the
Revolutionary War as one of its more celebrated and. colorful figures. By
hara351ng the British forces in South Carolina as well as disrupting the
enemy's logistical system, Marion made a significant contribution to the
American war effort in the South during the difficult 1780-1781 period.
He is a significant flgure in the military history of the War for
Independence.

According to Robert D. Bass, one of Marion's biographers, Marion's most
significant military contributions occured between August 1780 and
September 1781. During this period of American military weakness in the
region, Marion employed guerilla war tactics against the British. in an
area between the Little Pee Dee and the Santee Rivers. His success
depended on his ability to attack by surprise and then retreat to a secure
area where the militarily superior British regulars ctould not find him.
Snow's Island was a perfect retreat. Resting in a river plateau swamp and
accessible only by water after any bridges has been destroyed, it provided
Marion with a base camp where he could assemble supplies and rest his

men. From approximately December 1780 to late March 1781 Marion based

his partisan activities on Snow's Island. In late March, while Marion

was engaged to the south, a determined British force led by Lt. Col. Welbone
E. Doyle finally found the Swamp Fox's lair. After dispersing a small
contingent of Marion's men who had been left to guard the supplies, Doyle
destroyed the camp. He did not, however, succeed in killing or capturing
Marion. Marion continued his guerllla war until the following September,
when the war in the South entered a new, more conventional, phase.

Marion's principal biographers as well as the standard military histories
of Revolutionary War action in South Carolina agree that Marion used Snow's
Island as a base camp.- In his "Swamp Fox, The Life and Campaigns of
General Francis Marion,'" Robert D. Bass writes that the camp was located at
the plantation of William Goddard. Unfortunately, the exact location of
this plantation on the island is unknown. It is possible that the
plantation was located above today's Snow's Island. Research in land
records and other primary sources /is necessary to affix this location.
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As far as could be determined there are no historic resources on Snow's Island
associated with Francis Marion, i.e. there are no physical remains of Marion's
four month§,use‘of Snow's Island as-a base tamp. Extensive archeological
investigation based on considerable primary historical research woulg be
necessary in any effort to locate the camp.

Y ...  cpvession
which 1s reported to be the remains of earthworks built by Marion to protect

the river approach to the island. Archeological investigation is necessary to
document firmly this judgement.

At the present time Snow's Island is primarily an example of the environment
in which Francis Marion operated and from which the name Swamp Fox is derived.
The absence of any physical remains, as well as the inconclusive nature of
the secondary literature on exact locations, leaves only the environment

and an inconclusive site as the primary associations with Francis Marion.
Francis Marion is a significant figure in the history of the Revolutionary War.
The question is whether the resource meets the integrity and national

significance criteria.
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