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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

One and one-half story clapboard frame house on brick
foundation. Gable roof, two outside chimneys on each end.
All windows in original section are six over six with green
louvered shutters. One-story hipped roof front porch supported
by six double capped square columns which have separate found-
ations standing free of porch. Matching details in banisters
around porch and roof deck, and step railings. Extra large
center dormer contains door with three-paned sidelights.Both
front entrances are surrounded by an unusual ''triangular arch-
itrave."

Central hallways on each floor. Enclosed stairway is
entered from back of hall. Walls and ceilings are plastered.
Doors and windows are crowned with the same design that is
found over the exterior doors.

One-story addition two bays long of nine over nine windows
with green louvered shutters.

To left of house is old brick kitchen: four bays wide of
six over six windows with green louvered shutters; gable roof
with pair of end chimmeys on each side; two rooms with large
open fireplaces, ovens, and warrers. One fireplace still has
its swinging cranes and spits.

Several counties can be seen from the hilltop location
of the house. The majestic panorama gave the house its name:
"beautiful view'" in Scottish dialect.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Significant as one of the oldest remaining ante-bellum homes
in the Longtown area of Fairfield County. It is located on an old
Indian path which ran along the western side of the Wateree Kiver.

Property on which the house was erected was part of a large land
grant received in 1793 by Darling Jones, a Camden banker. The house
was built in 1822.

Architecture reflects life style of period. Two wide central
hallways served a dual purpose: ventilation and ample space for
entertaining. Interior has hand-carved mantels, wainscoting, and
cornices.

After the Confederate War, plantation was sold at public auction.
Later, Blink Bonnie was used as a stage house or station.

In 1943, the dilapidated mansion was purchased by the M.A.
Kirklands who have since restored and furnished the house with many
pleces from the Camden Kirkland home, Kamschatka, which is now the
property of Mrs. William F. Buckley, Sr. The original kitchen has
been modernized and was employed by the owner for eight years in
the making of pickles and artichoke relishes for commercial use.

Blink Bonnie is one of ten Fairfield County buildings recom—
mended as worthy of inclusion in the HABS Archives by John C.
Poppeliers of Historic American Buildings Survey who made a review

tour of the area in 1966.
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112."STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION :

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
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National Register.
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