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The plantation generally known as Newington was settled by Daniel
Axtell or his widow, Lady Rebecca Axtell in the early or middle 1680's.
An early record states that '"Landgrave Axtell marked to be laid out
for himself upon parts of which he sett up a frame of a house."'(Smith
1919: 160) '"The entry of 1lst November, 1696, is worthyudf note:ss
<~ showing that the name 'Newington", which was the name given to the
/ plantation of Mrs. (generally styled "Dame" or "Lady") Rebecca Axtell,
’ the widow of Landgrave Daniel Axtell, had come into general use,

. evidencing that she had for some time been settled ‘there." (Smith 1905:
67) The plantation was occupied by Lady AXtell until 1711 when she gave
Newington to her, daugh;eruladgwEl;zahe , widow of Governor

Joseph Blake. e T

Governor Joseph Blake during his life had his
residence at "Plainsfield," but after his death
his widow, after the gift to her in 1711 of
Newington, seems to have made that place the
home of her children and herself. Lady Blake
died in 1726 and by her will divised her real
estate to her son Joseph Blake, who seems to
have made Newington his home and residence-in—
lieu of Plainsfield. It was probgbly by Col.
Joseph Blake, who was one of the wealthiest
men in the Province, that was constructed the n
fine, large, capital brick mansion at Newington
which, ,according to Mrs. Poyas, contained one
hundred windows on its front. The outhouses
and offices were also of brick, and the garden,
and grounds, and ornamental waters carefully
and elaborately laid out (Smith 1919: 163).

' The plantation was owned by various members of the Blake family
until, in 1837, it was sold to Henry A. Middleton. It does not seem
to have been occupied much of this time. According to Mrs. Poyas,
who remembered the house from her childhood, the house burned in
1845. Thexeafter the ruins stood until 1876, when an attempt
made to salvage the bricks failed (Smith 1919: 165). After years
under the plow, many of the ruins on the surface have disappeared
and the ornamental lake has silted and gone to ruin.
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Newington represents a series of house forms as they developed
in early South Carolina, from an early single timber and clay
structure which was destroyed sometime around 1715 to the fine,
large brick structure built by Joseph Blake.
an excellent opportunity to study the material culture of a series of
wealthy and historically important individuals, and to compare it with
that of the less well-to-do persons obtained from other sites in
Archeological examination of the area would provide
important information concerning the appearance of the buildings
and gardens as well as the life styles that existed at various times
Newington is tooimportant a site not to be protected for South

This site would provide
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ORGANIZATION DATE
Institute of Archeology & Anthropology 1/18/74

STREET AND NUMBER:
University of South Carolina

CITY OR TOWN:

Columbi

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
: e of this nomination is:
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.C. Dept. of Archives & History
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