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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

On a bluff above the Ashley River Henry Middleton constructed his
house and developed its spacious gardens.

Original house description - three stories with attic and basement,
two story flankers added 1755.

Duke de la Rockefoucault-Liancourt's description froqﬁis 1798 visit -
"...esteemed the most beautiful house in this part of the country. The
out-buildings, such as kitchen, wash-house, and offices, are very capacious.
The ensemble of the buildings calls to recollection the ancient English
country-seats," 1

Description of present house (south flanker) - Adapted English
country Tudor style with strong Dutch influence. House is of brick
with a central pavilion three bays wide. The end walls and pavilion
possess a handsome Jacobean gable, Central door with crowning fanlight
is covered by a hood supported by consoles. Hood and gable details are
the same. Sash windows with architrave and paneled shutters are surmounted
by cambered brick arches. Clustered inside chimmneys with A-shaped covering,
louvered recessment in gable pavilion,

- Present environment - House faces moulded terraces descending to

two butterfly lakes and is surrounded by several other lakes, the Middleton
tomb, marble statuary imported from Europe, old rice mill, many native

and imported trees, shrubs, flowers and evergreens, ancient moss-bearded
live oaks, and walks.

, "~ In 1970 the reconstructed plantation stableyards complete with a

. large horse barn, blacksmith shop, implement sheds, garage, and servant's
quarters were opened to the public.

1. "Middleton Place", South Carolinas Historical and Genealogical
Magazine, Vol. 20 (1919), 115-122.
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Gardens are the nation's oldest extant landsggpéd,ggﬁﬁbgz%ﬁn .

renk among the largest and most important in the world, ;Jheg ‘tohtain.
America's oldest and largest camellias, planted about 17 553@+}T;@ch
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.“the United States.

Henry Middleton built his main house ca. 1741, north and south
flankers constructed 1755 from brick made on plantation. Estate passed
on to his son Arthur, to his son Henry, to his son William and to
his daughter Elizabeth., By her will the plantation in twentieth
century passed to J.J. Pringle Smith, a direct descendant of the first
Henry Middleton.

The gardens and buildings were pillaged during the revolution.

In 1865 Union forces burned the house, destroyed the garden statuary
and looted the family tomb, During the following fifty years everything
suffered from neglect and overgrowth. The remaining gutted walls of
main house and north wing were felled by the 1886 earthquake. The

south wing had been roofed over and survived.

In 1916 Mr, and Mrs, J.J. Pringle Smith undertook what vas to become
several decades of gradual restoration and further development of the
gardens,

The significance of Middleton Place is farther enhanced through
its historic owners. The first Henry Middleton, President of the First
Continental Congress and responsible for original concept of gardens,
resigned membership on His Majesty's Council to head the opposition to
British policy. Thus his plantation was used as a meeting place for

freedom seeking Southern leaders., Arthur Middleton signed the Declaration
of Independence. William Middleten , signer of the Ordinange of Secession

used house for a political and military center during Civil war,

Terms of British surrender and withdrawal were accepted at Middleton
Place in 1781.

Agriculture and Commerce: Important as a headquarters for a net-
work of family plantations producing rice, indigo, cotton and timber.
Nineteenth century saw extensive phosphate mining, Timber is chief
agricultural crop forthe 20th century.

Art and Architecture: Remaining south wing (1755) is fine example
of adapted English country Tudor with strong Dutch influence. Houses
extensive library, collections of paintings (some by Gerard, Corot,

John Izzard Middleton, Alice R, Huger Smith), rare silver, china, and
furniture.




OR BIBLIDGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

“America's Gardens",
New York, 1964,

Press, 1951.

Better Homes and Gardens, Meredeth Press, Des Moines,
Briggs, Loutrel W., Charleston Gardens, The University of South Carolina

Calkins, Carroll C., Great Gardens of America, Coward-McCann-Country

Beautiful, 1909.

CEOGRAPRICAL DATA

"\ AT

i

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LAT'TUDE AN‘D LMGIT coo‘RoﬂArEs —
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0] DEFINING THE CENTER PO?F% F A P"\"F')F\RTV
R OF LESS THAN €SRES ]
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDEIT. .i/ (“%} rQ;@\g;ru\:a
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Dearees Minutac Sarand- N linutes y g ree Gtes-—Seconds
N 32 54 46 30 08 59 -\ 4/@5 oc B
NE 32 54 46 a0 07 23 xR, 7 Rt
s 32 53 23 20 07 23 K2
| sw 32 53 2 8 S TTPRTA S
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE gF Nomm;x::g vnugénuﬁf’?w 7&5 leves ‘\li', i '9%""
ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CODE | COUNTY CODE |
South Carolina 39 Dorchester WEES
STATE: PODE COUNTY: coDE
South Carolina 3 Charleston A
STATE: codE | COUNTY: coce
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
FORM PREPARED BY T
NAME AND TITLE:
Normen McCorkle, Historic Resources Assistant
ORGANIZATION DATE
South Carolina Department of Archives and History August 28
STREET AND NUMBER:
1430 Senate Street, Box 11,188 Capitol Station
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
Columbia South Carolina 35T

LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION

"NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
nce of this nominatjon is:

State [ Local

level of signifi

0

National

Name

2.
/

Titte Director, South Carolina

Department Archives and History

Date _August 29, 1970

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

ﬁMLL"’(L a /)0/144(01“11

Chief, Office of Archeology and Htstorlc Preserva on

MAY 1971

Keeper of ThY¥ National Regi

APR 179 1971

Date

338

SNOILDONJ¥LS NI



Form 10-300a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(Dec. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Continuation Sheet)

STATE

South Carolina

COUNTY

Dorchester
FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER DA}‘E

;7/1 S, 4, MY/ &‘7 é'/ Z/

(Number all entries)

MIDDLETON PLACE

8. Significance (Continued)

Education: Spring House used in 18th century as Sunday School for slaves.

Today Middleton Place used by students of landscape architecture as well as
by students of 18th and 19th century plantation life.
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