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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Exterior: Construction was begun ca. 1890 on this late Victorian house
with elements of the Eastlake mode. The two-storied dwelling contains
fourteen rooms and has three large porches.

The exterior walls are of solid brick construction some sixteen inches
thick. On the left front corner is a turret with pyramidal roof topped
by a lightning rod, The roof of the main house is a combination of gable
and hip styles with off-centered cross gables. Star and decorative
motifs are worked into the slate roof.

The one story front piazza has very elaborate ornamentation fashioned with
chisel, gouge, and lathe. A centrally recessed second floor balcony also
has the decorative woodwork in a fanlight design. The 1/1 windows are
surmounted by brick arches.

Interior: The wide central hall is reached by front double doors of walnut
containing hand-etched glass panels. The surrounds are walnut with a
lionshead motif. The halls, with rooms to either side on both floors, con-
tain wainscoting in a herringbone pattern, A solid walnut circular stair-
case contains twenty-one handpegged steps. The newel post and balusters
are handcarved, and the staircase is supported only at the top and bottom.

On the right portion of the house are connecting parlor and music room.
The parlor features a walnut mantel and overmantel with mirror.

The dining room and rear kitchen projection are reached by an enclosed
cross passage that opens from the rear hall which contains doors with
etched panels similar to the front doors. '

A cast iron rear exterior stairway provides additional access to the second
floor.

Surroundings: Three barms, a windmill, and water tank are located on the
estate.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Hamer Hall, a late Victorian residence incorporating elements of the
Eastlake style, was constructed ca. 1890 by Robert Pickett Hamer, Jr.
Hamer was influential in the economic and political development of
DiTlon County.

Architecture: This large dwelling contains fourteen rooms and is of solid
brick construction., Its numerous gables, corner turret, and slate roof,

as well as its elaborate fretwork, decorative embellishments, and elaborate
interior walnut stairway and woodwork make it an excellent example of
Eastlake influence in South Carolina.

Government and Political Affairs: R. P. Hamer, Jr. was a member of the
South Carolina House of Representatives, 1909-1910. He introduced the
bill for the creation of Dillon County from portions of Marion and Marl-
boro Counties in 1910.
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