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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
EXTERIOR:

Built in 1857 by a local contractor, Solomon Sanderson, the Joel Allen house
is a good representative example of the South Carolina upcountry farmhouse.
The heart-pine weatherboarding, symmetrical facade, and interior floor plan
of two rooms flanking a central hall are characteristic of many houses con-
structed during this period on the Eastern seaboard. A front porch extends
the width of the house. Supporting the porch are six square wooden columns,
set on brick piers independent of the porch. Each column, nine feet high,
was made from a solid heart-pine log. Columns are surmounted by a cornice
with a paneled frieze. Porch ornamentation includes a balustrade.

Entry has double doors surrounded by sidelights and transom. On each side
of the wooden paneled doors are two 9/9 double-sash, evenly spaced windows.
The five front second-story windows are also 9/9 double-sash.

Late 19th-Century changes altered the facade of the farmhouse. The roof
was raised so that the house could be enlarged from one-and-a-half to a full
two stories. Following this addition, the original shingled roof was re-
placed by the present sheet metal roof to provide drainage of rain water.

In the 1890s, interior chimneys were constructed to replace two outside
gable-end chimneys.

Foundation materials, sills and floor joists of heavy timber, are original.
Weatherboarding and interior woodwork are of sawed lumber, planed and
finished by hand.

INTERIOR:

A11 four first-floor rooms as well as the dining room have ten-foot high
ceilings. Front rooms are 16 by 16 feet square; the two back rooms are
smaller, measuring 16 by 12 feet. Interior ornamentation includes three
glass panels above doors in the front rooms and paneled wainscoting in hall
and front rooms. A carved mantel is found in the front parlor. Staircase
is located at rear of house and leads to upper story hall and two bedrooms.

Major additions were made on the house in both the 19th and 20th Centuries.
Unchanged, however, are the interior floor plan and a porch leading from
the central hall to a dining room at the rear of the house. The kitchen,
originally a free-standing building, was added to the dining room in the
1890s. The kitchen was remodeled, and a bathroom added to the house in the
1940s.

SURROUNDINGS :

The 410 acre land tract which originally surrounded the house was deeded to
Joel Allen in 1854. During the 19th Century, buildings located behind the
main house were kitchen, smoke-house, milk house, chicken house, wash
shelter, stables, and buggy house. With the advent of industrialization,
new types of subsidiary buildings were added to the farm complex including
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The heart-pine farmhouse, painted white, is typical of the modest, yet well-
built South Carolina upcountry house. Since its construction in 1857, the
house has been owned by members of the Allen family, many of whom have made
important contributions to the work of the Southern Baptist Church.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The house is an example of the well-constructed farmhouse built in the South
Carolina upcountry before the War Between the States. The adherance to
symmetrical arrangement and the frank use of local materials are typical of
antebellum vernacular architecture in the South. Solomon Sanderson, the
local builder, assisted by two slaves, Kelly and Sandy McCrimmon, fashioned
a sturdy structure based on a simple four room design. Although the house
is unpretentious, the ability of the builder and craftsmen as well as the
pride of the owner are expressed in decorative features 1ike the parlor
mantel and paneled wainscoting.

RELIGION/PHILOSOPHY:

Approximately one out of every three residents of South Carolina is Baptist,
and the denomination has had an important influence on the state's history.
For three generations, members of the Allen family have been leaders in the
Southern Baptist Church. In various capacities, as ministers, missionaries,
authors, and editors, residents of the Joel Allen house have played major
roles in determining the denomination's philosophy and policies.

The original owner of the house, Joel Allen, was the minister of the Welsh
Neck and Pee Dee Association for forty-five years. Having taken a stand
against secession before the War Between the States, Allen was elected to
the South Carolina House of Representatives in 1868. His son Joel I. Allen,
helped organize, and later served as pastor of, the First Baptist Church of
Dillon, South Carolina. Responsible for raising $100,000 for Furman Univer-
sity in 1903, Allen was commended in a resolution by the University's Board
of Trustees.

A third generation of Allens who grew up in the heart-pine farmhouse in-
cluded four who continued the family tradition of being involved with the
Southern Baptist Church. Eunice Allen served with her husband as a mission-
ary to Brazil. Three of her brothers, W.C. Allen, Benjamin F. Allen, and
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cotton gin, grist mill, and saw mi11. There are presently five outbuildings:
smoke-house, wash house, commissary, stable, and barn.

In addition to the exterior bujldings, farmland surrounds the house. Cotton
was the chief money-making crop until the mid-1900s when it was replaced by

tobacco. The farm, which provided a livelihood for the Allen family, also
functioned as a self-suffieient unit.
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Clifton J. Allen, all ordained ministers, were honored by Furman University
with the Doctor of Divinity degree. In addition to his pastoral work, W.C.
Allen served as editor of the Baptist Courier, a denominational newspaper with
state-wide circulation, and as vice-president of the Southern Baptist Convention
in 1940. He wrote several church histories, History of Pee Dee Baptist Associa-
tion "Manuscript for a Brief History of Baptists of South Carolina" and History
gf The First Baptist Church, Columbia, South Carolina.

For fifty-six years a pastor of Baptist churches in South Carolina, Benjamin F.
Allen was author of History of The First Baptist Church, Marion, South Carolina
and served as chairman of the South Carolina Baptist Convention.

A third brother, Clifton J. Allen, influenced the educational programs of the
Baptist Church on a national level. A member of the Southern Baptist Sunday
School Board for thirty-one years, he served as editorial secretary from 1945
until 1969. His work for the Sunday School Board included preparation of
lTessons for weekly broadcast by approximately one-hundred radio stations. Alley
wrote The Gospel According to Paul and from 1969 to 1972 edited the twelve
volume Broadman Commentary of The Bible.
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