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.McColium’FishiWEir.(38C855)ﬁ.consists of a V-shaped fish trap or
weir

construction of traps. The traps were constructed by aligning sloping -
rows of stone to form a wide V with the mouth facing upstream. A

long tapering cane basket or a brush trap was usually placed across

a small opening in the apex of the V. The current, flowing into the
mouth of the trap, would channel fish into a position from which they
could not escape (Ryan 1971: 7).

When the first Europeans arrived in this country, weirs were still
used by the Indians. Consequently, we have .several reliable ethnographic
accounts describing their use and construction. In 1705 Robert Beverley
wrote the following account of a fish trap in Virginia:

At the Falls of the Rivers, where the Water is
shallow and the Current strong, the Indians use
another kind of Weir, thus made: They make a.
Dam of loose Stone, whereof there is Plenty at
hand, quite a-cross the River, leaving one, two,
or more Spaces or Tunnels, for the Water to pass
thr'o; at the Mouth of which they set a Pot of
Reeds, wove in Form of a Cone, whose Base is
about three Foot, and perpendicular ten, into
which the Swiftness of the Current carries the
Fish, and there lodges them (Beverley 1705).

Over seventy years later James Adair described a similar trap still
in use:

The Indians have the art of catching fish in long
crails, made with canes and hickory splinters,
tapering to a point. They lay these at a fall of
water, where stones are placed in two sloping lines
from each bank, till they meet together in the middle
of the rapid stream, where the entangled fish are
soon drown. Above such a place, I have known them to
fasten a wreath of long grape vines together, to
reach across the river, with stones fastened at
proper distance to rake the bottom; they will swim
a mile with it whoeping and plunging all the way,
driving the fish before them into their large
cane pots (Adair 1775). e
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Fish weirs or traps have been reported on many of the major
streams along the eastern seaboard from Georgia to New York

(Strandberg and Tomlinson 1969: 312). In South Caroli _
Hemmings ed three fish traps
“ (Hemmings 1970: 4 Unfortunately, we

are unable to date the earliest use of fish traps along the eastern
coast. Archeological evidence in the form of a Morrow Mountain
Archaic point, 5050-4050 B.C., found in a fish trap on the Potomac
River suggests that some of the structures may be very old:
(Strandberg and Tomlinson 1969: 312). On the other hand, weirs
were still being constructed by both Colonials and Indians
during the eighteenth century. Traps of Indian origin were
sometimes repaired by the €olonists and put back in service. In
1765 John Calhoun states that the settlers reported the Indian
figh dam across Little River in South Carolina (Meriwether 1940:
169).
Because of the important role played by fish weirs both in
- the life of the golonistspear the river and before them, the
Indians, these fast disappearing structures should be protected like
a page of past history for the future.
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