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Built 1890-1891 by Columbia architeck, ﬁ%gﬁkéMunsnn;7the Chester City
Hall and Opera House has a long histgry of cultupgl and civic activity.
The building's extensive and e1aboraté£ﬁ§§1§€tb%ﬁck as principal con-
struction material enhances its massive Romanesque Revival style.

The facade is arranged in three distinct phases. Tower at left dominates
gabled central section which in turn dominates less ornate section

on right. Originally all three entrances of the facade were recessed,
Roman arches with ornate keystones and voussoirs formed by one stretcher/
ore header design, however, the right entrance has been squared to accom-
odate the needs of the fire department which is located there. Larger
arch of central section has abutment formed by decorative terra cotta
squares with circular design.

Stringcourse between first two floors has foliated design. On second
level of central portion, there is a group of four Roman arch windows
with voussoirs formed by three rows of header bricks. Pair of second
level windows in tower portion identical to those of central section.
A1l levels of portion connecting tower and central section have 9/9
sash windows with one stretcher/one header voussoirs.

There are four 9/9 sash windows on third level of central portion. Below
windows is a date stone (1890) and a section of brickwork formed by
squares of three stretchers arranged in an alternating vertical and
horizontal pattern. Fourth level of central portion has decorative corbel
table.

Third level of right section has one circular window, centrally placed.

Third level of tower section features three triple hung, 9/9/9 sash
windows. Fourth level has three separate phases. The first is a group

of three Roman arch windows identical to those of second level. Cen-
trally placed above Roman windows is the second phase, a circular
window. Corbel table under eaves forms third phase. Northeastern side
of tower (Columbia Street side) identical to northwestern side described
above.

Brick northeast wall has balanced fenestration except for side entrance
and window above which were added. Windows are all 9/9 sash except
for two circular windows at third Tevel.

The original interior of the building was destroyed by fire in 1929 and
many alterations were made during rebuilding. The major interior al-
teration was the omission of the Opera House. The fire also destroyed
the original spire tower which contained a four-faced clock. Central
gable slightly modified as a result of 1929 fire.
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Since 1891, this building has been the hub of Chester's political activity.
The town's administrative offices have been located here since the build-
ing's construction. The city jail occupies a portion of the building
but will soon be moved to a city-county law enforcement complex now under
construction. The fire department is quartered here but facilites are

inadequate and a new building has been requested.

Architecture: Situated on the top of Chesters town hill, the City Hall
and Opera House is focal point of approximately twenty, 19th-Century
commercial buildings. Its Romanesque style, massive proportions, artistic
brickwork, and terra cotta ornamentation make it one of Chester's most
outstanding architectural examples.

Theatre: The third floor was originally designed for use as an Opera House
complete with gallery, box seats, dress circle and pit seats. Many well-
known entertainers of the period performed here with traveling theatrical
companies. The Opera House was also the scene of many community festiv-
ities such as talent shows, graduation exercises, recitals and concerts.
When the interior was renovated following the 1929 fire, the Opera House
was not restored.

Urban Planning: Because of the past and present importance of the City
Hall and Opera House to the community's cultural and political life, a
large group of citizens is anxious to see the building restored and re-
vitalized. Chalmers G. Davidson, P.H.D., author, professor of history at
Davidson College and Chester native describes the structure's visual
significance to the townscape as follows: "The location is the commanding
site of the county. The building can be seen from almost every approach
to the town. It gives a tone to the town, the majority of whose historical
buildings are of brick as is the Opera House." There is special interest
in restoring the Opera House portion of the building for use as a civic
auditorium. At present the city's only adequate auditorium is located in
a very old junior high school which is rarely available for public use
and whose future is in doubt. It is hoped that renovation of the City
Hall and Opera House will stimulate rehabilitation of the entire historic
downtown area.
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