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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Turkey Creek Mound and

s flat summit stands--15 feet above the present
rface. The mound's basal circumference measures 340 feet and
has a 147 foot circumference on the The area of occupation is

In 1884, Dr. Edward Palmer of the Bureau of American Ethnology .
excavated a 12 foot wide trench into the mound from the south side.
This trench is still visible, but it has been widened considerably by
unauthorized digging. Vandals in séarch of ‘Indian relics have dug
into the mound in several places - fortunately at least 2/3 of the
mound geﬂains undisturbed. A o

Shortly prior to 1884, the land owner, Mr. W. M. McCollum,
reportedly removed some four feet of the mound to make cultivation
easier. Today the mound is forested and covered by thick undergrowth.

noted dark soil discolorations which could mark the location of

aboriginal house sites. This surface discoloration is no longer evident
but v1llage .debris and pieces of daub used in wall construction were
found in several places.

| was cultivated at one time. Today the fie
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Turkey Creek site is one of less than two dozen mounds of aboriginal
origin in the state of South Carolina. Based on Palmer's notes and subse-
quent digging, the mound ,was_-built in three, possibly more, stages. Asso-
ciated with one of the latter construction stages is a one foot thick layer
of fired. earth and charred timbers. From what we know of other mounds in
this region, this probably represents the remains of a structure that once
stood on the mound summit. Before the next stage was added, this structure
burned, thus preserving much of the construction detail which would have

been otherwise lost.
Pottery from the site is clearly related to the Lamar ceramics complex

of Georgia and the Irene complex from the lower Savannah River.
artifacts of European manufacture were
ound 1n possible association with an aboriginal house. Judging from the

ceramics, the Turkey Creek mound and village were probably inhabited during
the late prehistoric and early historic periods.

We can expect this fggggified mound to yield valuable knowledge on the
cultural development in the Carolina Piedmont during this_ crucial period

prior to the coming of the Europeans. The exceptionally well preserved
remains of the burned wattle and daub structure should also provide detaile
knowledge of the wall and roof construction. The possibility of finding th
carbonized remains of the contents of the structure is most interesting.

While the mound is the most imposing feature of the site, the associated
village should provide valuable insights into the day-to-day activities of
the people. Test excavations in the midden north of the mound indicate that
the original occupation surface is now buried by two feet of water—depositec
silt. Thus we have a single isolated archeological component sealed by '
later deposits. A yet undiscovered cemetery can also be expeq 0 occur
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Unpublished notes on file at the University of Georgia, Depértment
of Anthropology and the Institute of Archeology and Anthropology,
University of South Carolina.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- .
I hereby certify that this property is Q{xclude:i\mut

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Paik’ Sérvi¢é. The fecommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
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