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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE

__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED X_ORIGINALSITE
XGoop . __RUINS X_ALTERED _MOVED  DATE
__FAR __UNEXPOSED :

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

ort Pemberton, a Confederate Civil War earthen fortifi i

ou arolina. ort was Duj argely by slave labor drawn from neighboring
plantations. Fort Pemberton was earthen construction throughout, except for the
framing of the earth-covered shot-furnace and powder magazines, whose interiors
were probably of wood. The original section of the fort was constructed in 1862, -
and was pentagonal in shape with redoubts. Within the next year, an additional
rampart was constructed, directly flanking the original section on the southeast.

The fort has remained essentially intact since "its completion in 1863. The original
pentagonal section of the fort measures approximately 200 feet By 350 feet. The

additional rampart is approximately 700 feet long. The walls of the fort are approx- -
‘mately 10 to 12 feet in height and 20 feet wide at their base. ~ = -~ --' - -

Fort Pemberton is presently covered with a médium'setondary'grOWth.OT‘p%hés'and other
indigenous tr i ive it a parklike appearance. Intrusions on the property are

alters the basic integrity of the fort.
SURROUNDINGS :

maintains its original wgoded characteristics ‘with secondar
ines, oaks and other indjgen

, ~Tmp. . -onsequently, this lowland area is of-integral importance to
the historic integrity of Fort Pemberton and has been included within the nominated
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fortifi ca!zon usem !o

Fort Pemberton is an important Civil War
nfederate defense of Charleston, South Carolina. The

fort was constructed in 1862 by the order of C.S.A. Brig. Gen. John C. Pemberton,

MILITARY:

: ortification, Fort Pemberton is a notable example of
Confederate m111tary englneer1ng. .

commander of the Charleston defenses. Pemberton, .it was a e well
built work, heavily fortified”

Fort Pemberton is one of the larger forts constructed by Confederate forces for the

defense of Charleston, South Carolina.
forces in 1861,
defense of the cCity.
Union .occupation of |
east and thus make the fal
element .in the Confederate defense

——

OT. the

function in the defense of Charleston.

When Charleston was beseiged by Federal
became important as a key strategic element in the

he leading military authorities of the period believed that
would leave Charleston open to attack on the south-

city inevitable. Fort Pemberton was a vital -
h It therefore served an 1mportant

Fort Pemberton was an enclosed work designed to function as both a land and water
battery. It was strong]y fortified and by October of 1862.its armament mounted -

twenty guns of

deny Union gunboats

vari

ous calib

gunboats had virtually complete control o

Pemberton's guns.
access upriver and made the fort a convenient haven for Confederate forces on the

Although strateg1ca]]y important in contro]]1ng
also des1gned to function as a land battery. As
berton's guns faced inland in readiness for a land attack
an important role as the western anchor i
that stretched across the

Fort Pemberton was built to

s a water batter
. Federal
up to the raNlge of Fort

The power of Fort Pemberton’s battery effectively stopped Unién

qr, Fort Pemberton was

an enclosed work, many of Fort Pem-
Fort Pemberton also served

nfederate defense lines

(continued)

_'1 John Johnson, The Defense of Charleston Harbor (1863-1865) (Char]eston, S.C.
Wa]ker, Evans & Cogswell Co., I889), p. 21
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ENGINEERING:

As an earthwork, Fort Pemberton is typical of the type of fortification constructed

by military engineers during the American Civil War. The introduction of the rifled
Parrott cannon during the decade preceding the Civil War rendered vertical masonry
walls obsolete as an effective form of defense fortification. These rifled cannons
rapidly shattered masonry walls into stone splinters, producing damage that was diffi-
cult to repair. Military engineers quickly realized that the rifled cannons were
least effective against earth and sand fortifications. Such fortifications offered
greater protection against cannon impact and could be rapidly and efficiently repaired.
Consequently, Civil War fortifications, such as Fort Pemberton, were almost exclusive-
ly earthworks. :

Fort Pemberton is a well preserved example of Confederate defensive engineering. Very
few Confederate earthwork fortifications in South Carolina retain their integrity.
0f the ones that do, the majority are batteries rather than enclosed forts.
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