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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Built cam 1825, the Governor Thomas Bennett House is a two and one-half story clap- 
board structure s e t  upon a stucco-over-brick Engl ish basement. In typical Charleston 
fashion, a one-story piazza supported by an arcaded basement extends down the front 
facade (south). In the center on the main level i s  an elaborate entrance which 
features engaged columns, sidelights,  and an e l l ip t ica l  fanlight with heavily 
carved moldings. Above the entrance (on the second story) i s  a t r i p a r t i t e  window 
with sidelights and entablature which i s  flanked by two 9/9 windows on either side. 
A semicircular fanlight i s  located in the pediment i n  the a t t i c  level with a dormer 
window on either side. 

On the s t r e e t  facade (which faces Barre Street)  i s  a fanlighted entrance which opens 
onto the piazza. This entrance i s  flanked by two engaged columns which support an 
entablature with dentil cornice and modillion brackets. Above th is  portal and capping 
the end of the porch roof i s  a paneled parapet i n  typical Charleston fashion. The 
end wall (facing Barre Street)  i s  defined by four 9/9 windows on the two primary floors,  
four 6/6 windows on the basement level,  and a Pal ladian window in the gable. 

The west facade reveals 20th Century additions: part of the piazza has been enclosed 
and extended, and the northernmost end has had a two-story wing added to i t .  

The notable feature of the back facade (north) i s  the central Palladian window 
(which i s  located a t  the landing of the inter ior  stairway). Below this  window i s  a 
simple exterior door. Windows on the main two floors are 9/9, and some retain 
the i r  original paneled shutters. The boxed cornice features a dentil cornice with 
modill ion brackets which are repeated along the entablature of the piazza. The 
gable roof i s  pierced by two inter ior  chimneys. 

Interior: Both principal levels of the structure feature the typical floor plan of 
four rooms divided by a central hall. This plan has been enlarged, however, by an 
addition to the west end and a partial  enclosure of the piazza. The basement level 
of the structure i s  now used as an apartment, laundry room, and storage area. 

On the f i r s t  floor the wide central hall i s  broken by an arch which has had a fanlighted 
doorway added to match the front entrance beyond. A t  the rear of the hall i s  an 
e l l ip t ica l  staircase which extends to the second floor w i t h  no visible means of 
support. A wide arch i n  the upstairs hall also delineates the entrance to the staircase. 

I 
The inter ior  detai ls  are exceptionally notable and include paneled wainscoting with 
gougework chair-rails,  plaster cornices and ceiling medallions, and door and window 
entablatures. Marble mantels of the Empire Period appear i n  the major rooms on the 
f i r s t  floor. 

Surroundings: Included within the nominated acreage i s  the 01 d servants quarters. 
This i s  a 19th Century structure which i s  now vacant. The inter ior  i s  in poor 
condition, the exterior f a i r .  

The Bennett House i s  owned by Roper Hospital and i s  used as a residence by the hospital 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPtlON 
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The Governor Thomas Bennett House i s  bounded on the n o r t h  by Cal houn Street ,  
on the east by Barre Street,  on the west by Halsey Boulevard and on the south  
by a private residence owned by Mrs. C.  S. Smyth. 
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administrator. The lawn a t  the rear of the s t ructure  (not included withinkhe 
nominated acreage) i s  to be converted into  a parking lo t ,  

The s t ructure  i s  located in  the area of the Charleston medical complex. 
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