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Built ca. 1825, the Governor Thomas Bennett House is a two and one-half story clap-
board structure set upon a stucco-over-brick English basement. In typical Charleston
fashion, a one-story piazza supported by an arcaded basement extends down the front
facade (south). 1In the center on the main level is an elaborate entrance which
features engaged columns, sidelights, and an elliptical fanlight with heavily

carved moldings. Above the entrance (on the second story) is a tripartite window
with sidelights and entablature which is flanked by two 9/9 windows on ejther side.

A semicircular fanlight is located in the pediment in the attic level with .a dormer
window on either side.

On the street facade (which faces Barre Street) is a fanlighted entrance which opens
onto the piazza. This entrance is flanked by two engaged columns which support an
entablature with dentil cornice and modillion brackets. Above this portal and capping
the end of the porch roof is a paneled parapet in typical Charleston fashion. The

end wall (facing Barre Street) is defined by four 9/9 windows on the two primary floors,
four 6/6 windows on the basement Tevel, and a Palladian window in the gable.

The west facade reveals 20th Century additions: part of the piazza has been enclosed
and extended, and the northernmost end has had a two-story wing added to it.

The notable feature of the back facade (north) is the central Palladian window
(which is Tocated at the Tanding of the interior stairway). Below this window is a
simple exterior door. Windows on the main two floors are 9/9, and some retain
their original paneled shutters. The boxed cornice features a dentil cornice with
modillion brackets which are repeated along the entablature of the piazza. The
gable roof is pierced by two interior chimneys.

Interior: Both principal levels of the structure feature the typical floor plan of
four rooms divided by a central hall. This plan has been enlarged, however, by an
addition to the west end and a partial enclosure of the piazza. The basement Tevel
of the structure is now used as an apartment, Taundry room, and storage area.

On the first floor the wide central hall is broken by an arch which has had a fanlighted
doorway added to match the front entrance beyond. At the rear of the hall is an
elliptical staircase which extends to the second floor with no visible means of

support, A wide arch in the upstairs hall also delineates the entrance to the staircase.
The interior details are exceptionally notable and include paneled wainscoting with
gougework chair-rails, plaster cornices and ceiling medallions, and door and window
entablatures. Marble mantels of the Empire Period appear in the major rooms on the
first floor.

Surroundings: Included within the nominated acreage is the old servants quarters.
This is a 19th Century structure which is now vacant. The interior is in poor
condition, the exterior fair.

The Bennett House is owned by Roper Hospital and is used as a residence by the hospital
(continued)

o




R

K1 SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC ~ —ARCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC ~ __COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  __RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —LAW __SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —_SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 _XARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART __ENGINEERING ——MusIC —THEATER
£.1800-1899 XcommeRrce —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY — TRANSPORTATION
—_1900- —COMMUNICATIONS LINDUSTRY lPOLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Located in Charleston, South Carolina, the Governor Thomas Bennett House is an
outstanding example of Federal style architecture. It features exceptional design,
proportions, and details of the period. It is also significant historically, having
been the home of Thomas Bennett (1781-1865), Governor of South Carolina 1820-1822.

Architecture: Probably built ca. 1825, this structure is of exceptional architectural
design and is included in the Historic American Buildings Survey of Charleston. The
inventory of "Historic Architecture of the Peninsular City, Charleston, South Carolina"
gives it the highest rating--Group 1: "Buildings of the highest arThitectural design
quality. ... To be preserved and protected in situ at all costs."' Notable features
include the elliptical stair which extends, with no visible means of support, to

the s§cond floor (the only equivalent stair in Charleston is in the Nathaniel Russell
House).

Commerce/Industry: Thomas Bennett was a partner with his father (Thomas Bennett, Sr.)
in the Tumber and rice mill industries and continued his involvement in milling after
his father's death in 1814, Bennett, Jr. also served as Director of the Planters

and Mechanics Bank of South Carolina in 1810 and was Director and later President

of the Bank of State.

Politics: Bennett was involved in political affairs as early as 1804-06 when he first
served in the South Carolina House of Representatives. He was again a member of that
legislative body between 1808-1810 and 1812-18, and served as its speaker between
1814-18, Between 1819-20 he served in the South Carolina Senate, resigning upon his
election as governor (1820-22). He again served in the South Carolina Senate between
1837-1840,

1. Carl Feiss, RusseTT Wright, Robert N, Anderson, Jr., inventory consultants,
"Historic Architecture of the PeninsularCity, Charleston, S.C." (A Summary Report
on the 1972-73 Historic Architecture Inventory), n.p.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
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by a private residence owned by Mrs. C. S. Smyth.
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administrator. The lawn at the rear of the structure (not included within the
nominated acreage) is to be converted into a parking lot.

The structure is located in the area of the Charleston medical complex.
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