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STATEMENT OF SiGNIFlCANCE
Commerce

This unspoiled site is one of the first shipyards in South_Carolina.
It was granted to George Dearsleyl, a Lords Proprietor's deputyz,‘and was
in operation as early as 1702, or earlier3. In regard to shipbuilding,
Professor Clows states "... but by the late 1670's shipbuilding must have
started. Maurice Mathews reported in 1680 that several vessels had been
built in South Carolina and that, as he wrote, three or four more were on
the stocks.... It is difficult to assess the extent and importance of
shipbuilding at any time in the colony's history and impossible to guess
how many vessels were built in the province before 1690. Nevertheless,
by 1690 shipbuilding had started in a meaningful way "4 Dearsley mentions
he has built the brigantine "Mayflower" and is in the process of building
another ship53.

The shipyard passed through several owners before coming into the
hands of the outstanding shipbuilders John Rose and James.Steward6.

One of their "sloops of War' bore on its prow the carved image of Col.
Rhett, the naval hero of the 1706 invasion (see Military below). In
1767 these builders launched "The Liberty" which bore the figurehead of
William Pitt on its prow’.

Captain Clement Lampriere built 'The Betsy and Elfy" during his
brief ownershipg. Messrs. Begbie and Manson, the next ownersbriefly.,
built "Carolina Packet' for the London Trade9.

In 1778 Paul Pritchard acquired the shipyard just in time for it
to be sold to the commissioners of .the South Carolina Navy later that
same year. According to the few brief extant records of the commissioners,
it was . used to convert merchant.shigs to warshipslo. After the Revolution,
it was sold back to Paul Pritchard™ who with his son operated it until
183112, Among ' the ships built by Paul Pritchard, Sr. and his son
William were the privateer brig Gov. Middleton and the brig General
Pinckneyl3. Katherine Drayton Simons says that twelve ships were built
by William Pritchardl4. The shipyard was sold for debt in 1831 and
never operated‘again15.

‘[Military

The shipyard, then in ownership and operation by George Dearsley,
is the only pinpointed site of an attack made during the French and
Spanish invasion of 1706, for in . that year the invaders burned two of
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jl Pritchard Shipyard

8. Significance (continued)

his ships and his warehousel6. It is also the site of South Carolina's only
state shipyard, having been acquired from Paul Pritchard in 1778 to convert

merchant ships into men of war during the Revolutionl/. A battery (not
part of the nomination) was built _to protect
the shipyard probably in the late .

South Carolina in the American Revolution

See Military

Transportation

See Commerce

Endangerment

Tract is being gradually sold off for housihg. This site should be
preserved and excavated. '

Footnotes

1. Probate Court Records, Charleston County, S.C., Vol. 55 (1711-1718) p. 81
(Elsewhere PCR), and McIver, Petrona Royall, 1970, History of Mt.
Pleasant, South Carolina, Ashley Printing & Publishing Company, (Charlestd
sS. C.), Second Printing, pp. 8-9 (Elsewhere, McIver).

2. Salley, A.S. Jr., (Ed.), 1916, Commissions and Instructions from the
Lords Proprietors of South Carolina to the Public Officials of South
Carolina, 1685-1715, Historical Commission of South Carolina, The
State Co., Columbia, S.C., p. 153 (Elsewhere, Salley).

3. PCR, Vol. 54 (1694-1704), p. 69.

4., Clowse, Converse D., 1971, Economic Beginnings in Colonial South Carolina
1670-1730, South Carolina Tricentennial Commission, University of South
Carolina Press, Columbia, S. C., p. 90.

5. PCR, Vol. 55 (1711-1718), p. 81.

6. Deeds, Register of Mesne Conveyance, Charleston County, S.C., Vols. DD,
p. 383; NN, p. 426 (Elsewhere RMC).

7. McIver, op. cit.
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Footnotes (continued)

8. Hamer, Philip M.; Rogers, George C., Jr.; Lyles, Maude E., (Eds.), 1968,

The Papers of Henry Laurens, Vol. I: Sept. 11, 1746 - Oct. 31. 1753.
South Carolina Historical Society, University of South Carolina Press,
Columbia, S. C., p. 249 note 2.

9. Webber, Mabel L., (Ed.), "Extracts from the Journal of Mrs. Ann
Manigault, 1754-1781", South Carolina Historical and Genealogical
Magazine, Vol. XXI, pp. 14 note 35, and 22 note 96.

10. RMC, Vol. Z-4, pp. 160, 162; Salley, A. S., Jr. (Ed.), Journal of the
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Commissioners of the Navy of South Carolina: October 9, 1778 ~ March

1, 1779, The Historical Commission of South Carolina, The State Company,
Columbia, S.C., 1912, pp. 177, 197, 209, 218, 234, and Journal..... s

1913, pp. 11, 22, 37, 38, 39, 41, 44, 47, 51, 55, 59, 74, 75, 76
(Elsewhere, Salley).

11. Wills, Probate Court, Charleston County, S. C., Vol. 24, p. 963.
120 RMC, VOl. A—lo, pa 5430

13. Orvin, Maxwell Clayton, 1970, In South Carolina Waters, 1861-1865,
Nelson's Southern Printing & Publishing Co., Charleston, S.C., p. 84.
The Paul Pritchard mentioned here in his own right and in partnership
with Knox is a son or nephew and is not located on Hobcaw Creek.

14. Simons, Katherine Drayton, 1930, Stories of Charleston Harbor, The
State Company, Columbia, S. C., p. 27. The Pritchard family does

not acquire the shipyard until 1778. Presume her figure of twelve ships

is correct but was unable to verify same.

~ 15. RMC, Vol. A-10, p. 543.

16. Salley, A.S., Jr., (Ed.), Records in the British Public Record Office
Relating to South Carolina, 1701-1710, The Historical Commission of
South Carolina, Crowson-Stone Printing Company, Columbia, S.C.,

p. 166.

17. Salley, op. cit.

18. Uhlendorf, Bernhard A., (Ed.), 1938, The Seige of Charleston, University

of Michigan Press, Ann Arbor, p. 275.
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