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The United States Post Office and Courthouse in Charlestxn, South
Carolina, is situated on the soutlwest comer of Meetimg and Broad
Stxeets, the major downtown intersection, known as the "Four Corners
of Law." On the northwest comer is the 1792 County Courthouse; on
the northeast comer is the City Hall begun in 1800; and on the south~
east comer is St. Michael's Church, built between 1752 and 176l.

- Although completed in 1896, the Post Offiwe building is sympathetic in
scale and appearance with the three earlier structures.

Bmlt of Winnsboro, South Carolma, granite, the "most perhct and
durable building stone to be found in the United States," according
“to #&n 1896 newspaper, the Post Office borrows elements from various
Renaissance Revival styles, Dark and light stone heightens the
contrast between the rusticated basement and first floors and quoining,
and the smoother wall surfaces of the two upper stories. Fronting
Broad Street, the main facade is broken into five advancing and
recedmg planes, The five parts are symmetrically grouped, but the

ofeadxparthavebemtreated individually., A pedimented
central block denotes the main entrance on Broad Street. The east or
Meeting Street facade is basically a reduced version of the north
facade, Dominating both is the enclosed, square "cupola," the con-
temporary description, placed an the commer of the building,

Openings are grouped, usually in two's or three's, although there is

: a’greater massing of windows on the third floor, First floor

~ openings, including seven dooxways, are arched, as are windows on the
~ cupolas’ Sateupperstoryopazmgsarepednmted, and the doors have
_balustraded balcmieS. Windows are fewer in nurber on the south or
‘back ‘side.’ on all floors: thz:ougheut the bun.ldmg are linked
by strmg—courses. ,

A comice with hea.vy dentiling appears on thaprojectad areas, wh:.le

ﬂxecom;cemﬂ'xerecedmgsactwnsxsasmp]smldmg An open

balustrade outlines the roof, which is not visible from the street.
‘Attached to the south side in 1922 was ame-stexy gray concrete.

' semceandloadmgarea.

Parking facil:.t:.es ‘are located on the west and south sides.

- Adjoining the south lot is the "Post Office Park," originally landscaped

about 1B04, but later covered with a bu&ldmg In the 1960's, the
park was restored, including replacement of the two~tiered fountain and
the iron fence.

Emeptmg the 1922 addition, the exterior has changed la.t;tle. The
interior has not been as fortunate, although'the Post Office lobby of
- the first floor suggests the grandeur of the structure when first

- built., Ca:vedSmtoDmdngomhogmywoodmrkencloses the postal
service area. The stairway consists primarily of brown marble veined
in white and filigreed brass (one newspaper account described it as
"embossed copper"). 2An early elevator, also covered with ornate
“grillwork, was retired in 1958, (continued) o
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Originally, the central area of the building consisted of an interior
court with a skylight of hammered glass. Second and third floor
offices opened onto galleries which overlooked the court. In 1959,

the court was floored, giving additional office space, and other
renovations were made.

The building dimensions are 147'11" x 124'3",
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[ STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE °

By virtue of its location on the "Four Cormers of the Law," the
United States Post Office 'and Courthouse in Charleston,

South Carolina, is autamatically an important structure. A 1792
courthouse represents county government, while the City Hall, begun
in 1800, symbolizes city government, St, Michael's Church, built
between 1752 and 1761, depicts ecclesiastical law, Completing the
foursome is the 1896 Post Office representing the federal govemmment,
Although nearly a century separates them, the Renaissance Revival
structure is compatible with the three earlier buildings, and is an
appropriate expression of the late nineteenth century.

Efforts to obtain a new post office for Charleston began in earnest

~ in 1886, and in February, 1887, Congress passed the first bill -
approving its construction, Contracts were awarddd in early 1889 for
emavatmg, piling, etc., thé site, which had been the old. police Guard
House until it was heavily damaged in the 1886 earthquake, =

Arclntect of the Post Office was Will A, Freret, who served as
Supervising Architect of the Treasury in 1887 and 1888,

n Fr:.c.iay.evening, May 15, 1896, the public was invited to attend a
gal; viewing, corplete with German band, of the new Post Office and
Eourtmuse. The following momning, mails, for the first time, were
dispatched, received and delivered from the Government palace,"

which cost approximately $500,000,00, The courts were to move from
the Uh:f.tec} Stateg Custom House at a later date., Completion of the
new building, said one reporter; was "the beginning of the new life
of Qiarlestm."

Today, the structwre continues to be used as a postal :
federal courthouse, ‘7 POB station and




,deerthecmtrelef

and MESS].BS, Incorporal

“miscellaneous other dates.

[ e Ee R S SIS LI I ST PR S

Land:mrks of Charlestqz.

g ’ P-
The News and cOurler, Charlestm, May 16, 1896, March 17, 1920, and

ent Printing ﬁﬂlg%,

Richmmd: Ganett '

| o R PR e T M BEFINING THE CENTER FOINT OF A PROPERTY
. - °  OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER | LATITUDE _ LONGITUDE LATITUDE LLONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes $econds| . | Degrees -Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Sreconds
CNW ol 4 " o st " 32 ° 46 34 790 igET g3
NE i -0 + ' (2] Q ¥ i1} ) 7
SEV %o , oAt eosTio s iy " 157 b T
sw . o] ’ " [ ’ . B B .
| APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PRoPERTY: apout 1 1/4 acres
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: . CODE | COUNTY: I , CODE
STATE: ~ CoDE | COUNTY: R Y CoDpE
' o Ll) rCEfv’EU ,,»*'\, '
STATE: CODE &E‘ CODE

COUNTY: {L_..
) - ]

i 1
| Ul

COUNTY: )

NAME AND TITLE: | :’éATE: ,

Ellen Beasley March 26, 1973
BUSINESS ADDRESS: -

2516 Belmont chlevard B B U Ty
STREET AND NUMBER: PHONE:

2516 Belmont Baulevard 615-297-6637
CITY OR TOWN STATE CODE |

4l -

i, State Lifsbn Omcar‘smmy A ]
In compliance with Executive Order 11593, I hereby -

nominate this property to the National Register, certify-
ing that the State Liaison Officer has been allowed 90
days in which to present the nomination to the State Re-

view Board and to evaluate its significance. The recom-

[} National [] State

_2/e/>4

Date

men'dedflevel of significance is

|7 NEAANN,
Fedatal Representetive Signature 7
oeric T’reservation
1gon Bfficer

‘.<+

I hereby cernfy that this. property is mcluded in the

‘Il Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

National Register.

7

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Reffister

|- 2¢

GPO 938-449

SN‘OI.I.DI'IH.I.SNI.BES




