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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Exterior: This four, six-inch gun, coastal defense battery, constructed
1903-1904, was built to protect Charleston harbor. The battery, approx-
imately 377 feet long and 84 feet wide, consists of two sections: the
glacis and the armament complex. The glacis is a relatively smooth,
slightly sloping area on the sides and front of the battery which
protects the armament complex from bombardment. The armament complex
consists of four recessed disappearing gun platforms or foundations,

the loading platforms, ammunition hoists (one per gun) and various stair-
cases or ramps for access.

The front or ocean side of the battery is approximately 7 feet high.

The front curves to the rear of the structure. The rear consists of four
4 feet high loading ramps separated by 3 truncated pyramids; there is a
door in the center allowing access to machinery, ammunitions and powder
rooms. The truncated pyramids at each end are surmounted by a flight of
concrete stairs on each side.

Interior: Walls and ceiling are of concrete. A1l guns and machinery
were removed in 1917.

Surroundings: Battery Gadsden lies to the immediate north of the play
area of the Sullivan's Island school and is one of a series of batteries
built in the early 20th Century. To the east is Battery Thomson. A
tenth of a mile to the west is the Coast Guard Historic District (National
Register).

The town of Sullivan's Island plans to use Battery Gadsden as a civic
center, using the rooms under the gun emplacements for office space.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Battery Gadsden constructed 1903-1904 by G. P. Howell, is one of a series
of batteries stretching from Fort Moultrie on the west to the eastern

end of Sullivan’s Island. Charleston Harbor, has always had some form
of fixed harbor defense beginning with Fort Johnson in 1708 and
culminating with the construction of these batteries in the fortification
of Sullivan's Island at the mouth of Charleston Harbor.

Military: Battery Gadsden, along with neighboring Battery Thompson, was
positioned in order to command the entrance to Charleston Harbor. While
this battery was decommissioned and its armament removed in 1917, its
four-gun emplacement is unique among batteries of this period on
Sullivan's Island as well as being a good example of military
fortifications.

Engineering: The 10-inch breech-loading artillery on disappearing
platforms at Battery Gadsden were a significant improvement in earlier
fixed-position shore guns.
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