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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Willtown was located on a 25 foot h1gh bluff overlooking the South
Edisto River, called the Pon Pon River in the 18th Cemtury. The town site
is almost a]] level, its lawn 1nterspersed with Targe oak trees. Only
the northern section is wooded and three buildings are located on
the cleared portion.

The Parsonage was built without a cellar in 1836 by the Episcopalians.
Its portico was altered and wings added to the house some ten years ago.
This building occupies the upper parts of lots #10 and #11 and a garage
is on lot ##24.

Willtown Plantation House (at one time called New Hope) was built
in 1820 for Lewis Morris, IV, son of the only New Jersey signer of the
Declaration of Independence. The original high brick foundations have
since been removed and additions have been made on the river or western
side. The front porch is also changed. The building-is said to have
been used as a hospital by Confederate troops in 1863.

There is a two-room summer house on the waterfront in front of lot
#18. It was probably built during the last thirty years and is not
shown on the map.

Between the summer house and the Willtown P]antat1on House is a
ten foot high, semi-circular earthen fortification, which is thought to
date from the War Between the States. It has been cut through to allow
access to the summer house.

In 1820 the Presbyterians rebuilt their church, but it had
burned by 1834. The Episcopalians purchased the location and erected
a church in 1836. This structure was moved to Adams Run 1n 1879 and
only a'single column remains at the original site.

Unexposed remains are of a colonial village thought to have had
80 houses.: Title:search has uncovered 11 houses, 2 churches, and a
large store A village existed here in the late 19th Century.
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STATEMENT OF SiIGNIFICANCE

Willtown was the second planned town to be established after the relocation
cof Charleston in 1682. It was one of two South Carolina precincts prior"
to the 1706 Church Act,and after that date served as a local governmental
center. It was m111tar11y important in the protection of the frontier and
served as a regional commercial center.

Architecture: This site is of archeological significance in the explora-
tion of the methods and types of construction in a colonial frontier

town through a late 19th Century village.

Commerce: necords document the importance of the area as a regional source
town with merchants, carpenters, a banker, and a guide/Indian trader.
Education: A free school was founded about 1722.

MiTitary: A fort to guard the frontier was established during the early
part of the. Yamasseé War with a garr1son of some 50 men. 60 scouts

and their boats were also based here. ~An unsuccessful Indian attack
resulted in the burning of one residence. '

In 1739 men from the Willtown Presbyterian Chuvch suppressed the Stono
Slave Rebellion which led to the enactment of a more complex slave code.
Political: Prior to the passage of the Church Act of 1706, Willtown was
one of two precincts in Colonial South Carolina. After 1706, it served

as a polling place, had a court of pleas, and had magistrate courts. Some
residents of note were Govenors Joseph Morton and Joseph Blake; Lt.
Govenor William Bull; Commons House of Assembly member James Cochran; and
South Carolina Chief Justice Thomas Hepworth.

A mail route seems to have connected Charleston and Willtown.

religion: The Anglican Dissenter religious controversy was felt in Will-
town, with John Ash of the Commons House of Assembly going to England to
present the Dissenter grievances before the Lords Proprietors. The Church
Act of 1706 followed.

Transportation: A private ferry was located at the end of Chelsey Road.
Urban Planning: Willtown was the second planned town to be formally laid
out after Charleston was relocated. The town was divided into 62 blocks
with most . having four one acre lots. There were 17 streets with
blocks set aside for an Episcopal Church and a school. A market and a
town garden were also provided locations.

Black History: See Military History.

Social/Humanitarianism: Willtown Plantation House seems to have been used
as a confederate hospital during the War Between the States.
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