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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

. Built as a bank 18,1798, the twe-stery, red brick building has
limestone trim over vindows and deers, hipped roef and T-shaped floer

plan. Buildimg's over-all depth is 55 feet, 6 inches and the width
at the widest point is 60 feet.

The first floor facade of extending cemter wing features a pair
of stepped arch vimdews on either side of double, three-panel déor
vith fanlgggg,, The walls on the first floer are 36 inches vide,
and windov sills measure 29 inches,  Second floor level of facade
has three six-ever-six, s$o$$aﬂ—a¥gﬁ-vindovs and is surmeunted by

iriangular pediment with semi-circular faplight, u»’

Exterior has been restored to origimal appearance except for
tvo miner alterations. Am outside stairway is believed te have led:
to the second floer, west side. After the 1886 earthquake, the
original fanlight was replaced by the preseat stained glass,Vietorian
fanlight, A Victerian tower was also added in 1886 tut later
disappeared. The irem grill work fence was copied from c, 1868
photographs of the eriginal fence which was alse destroyed by the
earthquake, v

The reception roem has origimal, carved weedwork, erigisal’

s

black and white marble tile fleor gnd graceful, cluster columms,

Interior #rch of main deorway has bas-relie? carving of sagles.
The rest of the buildimg's interioer has been changed te be suitable
for medera busipess. Trust Bepartment is on first fleer with effices

of bond department amd system persomnel on second.

sement area with vaulted ceiling and origimnal tiles omce housed
the vault of the Bank of Setith Carelina. Basement mow knova as
the Hunley Museum houses a full size reproductien of the Confederate

submarine, Humle ,ffir;t’subuap;gpupp sirk a ship in combat.

Driveways on east and west sides of builddmg were comverted iate
small gardems,typical of the charmisg courtyard gardeas for which
Charleston is moted. Im comstructimg the west garden, ar old
well comrlete with original clay pipes was uncovered, E, Milby Burtenm,
- DIrector of ‘the Charleston Museum, identifies the well as colonialj;
théught te have beem part of an early fire fighting system.
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STATEMENT. OF SIGNIFICANCE
'sifguf-icant architectural example of the beauty and

strength with which 18th cemtury busimessmen plammed and |
built, (For this reasom, the receptien room is opem from 9 A.M.
te 5 P,M,, Hoedey through:¥Friday, so that the benk can share the
building's 18th century heritage with the public.)

. Sigmificant im the commercial histery of Charlesten and
the nation, the building was built as a bank and was used as
such frem 1798 until 1835, a rele assumed again im 1966, when i
Citizens and Southern National Bamk acquired the preperty. It

is believed to be the oldest building built for a bank now im
use as & bank in the United States, (The First Bank of the
United States.in Philadelphia, built 1797, still stamds but
hes net been used as a bank in 30 years.) .., .., .
_ The use of the ,.,bu‘%ld,%%f;ﬁ%.lﬁji to 1966 contributes
_ ¢, The fact that it housed the '
Charleston Library Society, one ef the oldest in the United States,
from 1835 until 1916, gives it distinctien in the areas of
education and literature. o

Adding significance to the building's cemmercial role,
the Charleston Chamber of Commerce, also one of the oldest in the
country, had its headquarters here from 1916 until 1946.

The small east garden, an excellent example of landscape
architecture, was awarded the Judges Award of the American
 Associstion of Nurserymen as being the hast Iusiness or industrial
landscaping in 1969, The award was presented to Hugh C. Iane,
chairman of the benk's board, by Mrs. Richard M. Nixon,
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- v th ’ 4
A . . ty is i .
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certify that this property 1s included in the
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.
in the National Register and certify that it has been >
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set '(/LU/, h / iy !//( 4//1 ///4’
jonal Park ice. Th ded il
forth by the National Park Service ¢ recomment Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Presetj 10} ~—



