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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYS)ICAL APPEARANCE

Horse Island is a prehistoric Indian shell midden dep

osited in a ring
shape. Marine erosion has removed about 15 percent of the

ring, primarily

in the southwest quarter. The average diameter of the ring
crest is about 156 feet. The highest point on the ring stands 4 feet abov.

from crest to #

a flat central area. and 6 feet or more above surrounding terrain. The
floor, devoid of shell, is about 6 feet above mean sea level. The -entire .
- Ting is densely coyered by trees and undergrowth, The midden is predomi-
nantly oyster shell with some other molluscs, animal bone, and pottery

sherds present. Shell has been removed from the northeast r of the
rinil but more than hklf the site remains intact. ﬂ
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Horse Island is one of 20 or more prehistoric shell rings located
from the central coast of South Carolina to the central coast of
Georgia, a distance of about 150 miles. All are believed to date early
in the second millenium B.C., and they contain some of the earliest
pottery known in North America. Only very limited excavations have
been undertaken in a few of these rings. Consequently, the function of
the ring shape is unknown, although the rings appear to be carefully
planned and systematically deposited structures. As such, they also
present one of the earliest records of sedentary life among people
who must have lived entirely by foraging. The shell rings can be expected
to yield valuable information about past habitdts on the coast, both

~ from their rich content of food refuse and from their relatiomnships to
modern environments. Most are situated about 5 feet above present mean
sea_ level, but the relationshlp to sea level at the time of occupation
1srppkngwn. It seems unlikely that sea level was a great deal higher
about 4000 years ago than at present from the evidence of these lowlying
rings. An unknown number of shell ring sites has been lost to marine
erosion and to borrowing shell for road building; many of the remaining
rings show the effects of unauthorized digging.

The Horse Island site was briefly mentioned by Caldwell (1952).
Distinctive sandy, punctuated pottery from the South Carolina coast is
sometimes called Horse Island Punctate (Williams 1968). Caldwell's
sherd collection from the site is in the U. S. National Museum. (o)
‘\& systematic excavation of the site has been made, and no date has been
obtained for it.
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Dr. E. Thomas Hemningé

ORGANIZATION

STREET AND NUMBER:
University of South Carolina

Institute of Archeology and Anthropology 4/15/70

DATE

CITY OR TOWN:

Columbia

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

level of signific e of this nomination is:
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Department Archives &/History

Date Augus.t 29, 1970
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1 hereby certify that this property is included in the.

National Register.
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