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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Hanckel Mound is a prehistoric Indian shell mid
ring shape.

sited in a

e

P,

ring was at least IS8
stands at one point 8 feet above a flat central area, devoid of shell,
which is about 5 feet above mean sea level, The midden is composed
largely of oyster shell. Periwinkles, animal bone, and pottery sherds
are abundant where the trupcated. perimeter faces on the creek. Some
removal of shell has probably occurred on the east edge of the ring,
. However,
ring-is cléar

£ -

eep undisturbed deposiLs.. o Ul
"of Vegetation except for a few trees.

The ring has suffered erosion recently, but is now protected by a
plank and piling seawall. '

eet in-diameter from ¢¥éSt to crest. e deposit

335§

SNOIL1LONYLSNI



INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropr ate) ‘ .
X] Pre-Columbian| [ 16th Century ] 18th Century 3 20th Century

[ ¥5th Century [ 17th Century 3 19th Century

"sPECI_Flc DATELS) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriste)

[ Urboen Planning

Abor iginal [J Education [ Political
Bd Prehistoric [} Engineering ] Religion/Phi. [J Other (Specity)
[C] Historic [ industry losophy

[ Agricuiture [ Invention ] Science

[ Architecture [ Londscope [J Sculpture

[ An Architecture [:] Social/Human-

[0 Commerce O Literature itorian

[J Communications [ Militery [J Theater

{0 Conserveation [ Music [J Tronsportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Hanckel Mound is one of 20 or more prehistoric shell rings
located from the central coast of South Carolina to the central coast
of Georgia, a distance of about 150 miles. All are believed to date
early in the second millénium B.C., and they contain some of the
earliest pottery known in North America. Only very limited excavations
have been undertaken in a few of these rings. Consequently, the
function of the ring shape is unknown, although the rings appear to be
carefully planned and systematically deposited structures. As such,
they also present one of the earliest records of sedentary life
among people who must have lived entirely by foraging. The shell rings
can be expected to yield valuable information about past habitats on
the coast, both from their rich content of food refuse and from their
relationships to modern environments. Most are situated about 5 feet
above mean sea level, but the relationship to sea level at the time
of occupation is unknown. It seems unlikely that sea level was a
great deal higher about 4000 years ago than at present from the
evidence of these lowlying rings. An unknown number of shell rings
has been lost to marine erosion and to borrowing shell for road
building; many of the remaining rings show the effects of unauthorized
digging.

_The remaining portion of Hanckel Mound includes at least 8 feet of
cultural deposits. Apparently this was one of the largest shell Fimgs,
both in diameter and depth of deposits. No excavation has been dome
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NAME AND TITLE: .
Dr. E, Thomas Hemmings o |
ORGANIZATION DATE e | i
Institute of Archeology and Anthropology 4-15-70 - E
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University of South Carolina z
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Columbia South Carolina 39 |
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