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 NAME 
HISTORIC 

Brick House Ruins, Edisto Island 
AND/OR COMMON 

Brick House Ruins, Edisfo Island 

STREET& NUMBER 

-NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Edis to Island - VICINITY OF 081 
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 
South Carolina 45 Charleston 019 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 

-DISTRICT -PUBLIC -0CCU PIED 

XBUILBING(S) X-PRIVATE &UNOCCUPIED 

-STRUCTURE -BOTH -WORK IN  PROGRESS 

-SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
-OBJECT -IN PROCESS -YES: RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED -YES: UNRESTRICTED 

-NO 

-AGRICULTURE -MUSEUM 

-COMMERCIAL -PARK 

-EDUCATIONAL -PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-ENTERTAINMENT -RELIGIOUS 

-GOVERNMENT --SCIENTIFIC 

-INDUSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATION 

-MILITARY XOTHER: None 

NAME 
Mrs. Elizabeth Jenkins Young -- .- -- 
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70 Tradd Street -- 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Charleston - VICINITY OF South Carolina 
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P. 0. Box 726 
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Charleston 
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TITLE 

Historic American Buildings Survey 
DATE 

1939, 1936 =FEDERAL -STATE -COUNTY -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS Division of Prints and Photographs - Library of Congress --- 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

W s s b i n g ~ n  D.C. 



CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

-UNALTERED x-ORIGINAL SITE 

=ALTERED -MOVED DATE 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Brick House at Edisto Island was built about 1725 for Paul Hamilton, a wealthy 
South Carolina planter whose estate was acquired in 1798 by the Jenkins family which 
maintains ownership to this day. The brick for the house was imported from Boston 
where a harder and denser sort than any obtainable locally could be gotten. Sand and 
gravel, free from salt, were fetched from the Pon Pon, while lumber for the house was 
housed and seasoned for seven years before belng considered worthy for the undertaking. 
Clearly then this was an exceptional effort on the part of its builder, and its archi- 
tectural ambitions came to fruition In a building with a distinctively French air, 
achieved through the many stucco enrichments and its high-pitched roof. Aside from 
the reference to the Chateau de la Haye, historian Samuel Stoney characterized the 
look as one quite similar to the Place de Vosges, a look heightened by two small 
flankers, long since lost. 

Finally, and very importantly, the plan of the Brick House is very similar to that 
one seen first in Mulberry's Plantation House, but without its towers. The four-room 
plan, with unequal division of rooms and a central staZnwtil1,while not unique to either 
Mulberry or the Brick House or other houses of the type of the period----Hanover, Lewis- 
field, or Crowfield, to name a few----was imported by them, first to the countryside, 
and then moved to the city where it blossomed as the Charleston house, during 
the 1750's and 1760's especially. 

The ruins of the plantation House at Edisto Island South Carolina are located beside 
Russel Creek west of the North Edisto River. Once encompassing a large plantation, 

, the ruin is now an isolated element in an envircnment unused agriculturally. 
It is however surrounded by a group of buildings, perhaps ten, largely used as summer 
retreats by Charlestonians. The boundary then of this ruin consists only of the remains 
itself and the patch of land it stands on. Consisting of 1/4 acre around the building, 
the boundary includes no other structures which contribute to the national significance 
of the landmark. The site is clearly visible on the accompanying USGS map which identi- 
fies the site with red pencil. 



SIGNIFICANCE ' 
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE --  CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

-PREHISTORIC -ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC -COMMUNITY PLANNING -LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE -RELIGION 

-1 400- 1499 ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC -CONSERVATION -LAW -SCIENCE 

-1 500-1 599 A G R I C U L T U R E  --ECONOMICS -LITERATURE -SCULPTURE 

-1 600- 1699 2LARCHITECTURE -EDUCATION -MILITARY -SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

X1700- 1799 A R T  -ENGINEERING -MUSIC -THEATER 

-1 800- 1899 -COMMERCE -EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT -PHILOSOPHY -TRAN.SPORTATION 

-1 900- -COMMUNICATIONS -1 NDUSTRY -POLIT1 CS/GOVERNMENT -OTHER (SPECIFY) 

-1 NVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES C e  1725 BUILDER/ARCH ITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Brick House a t  Edisto Is land was a most unusual example of e a r l y  co lon ia l  a rch i t ec tu re ,  
i n  t h a t  i t  i l l u s t r a t e d  t h e  important influence of the  French Huguenots i n  South Carolina. 
Possibly a s impl i f ied  copy of t h e  Chateau de l a  Haye d'Esquermes (c.1675) near Loos l e s  
L i l l e ,  France, a s  suggested by h i s t o r i a n  T.T. Waterman, the  Brick House was the  f o c a l  
point  of a  300 ac re  p lanta t ion.  Burned t o  a l l  but  its s h e l l  i n  1929 ( a t  which point  i t  
had y e t  been l i t t l e - a l t e r e d ) ,  the  b r i c k  house today s tands  a s  both an a r t i f a c t  of an / important e a r l y  influence i n  t h e  Carolinas, and a s t a t e l y  and picturesque r u i n  i n  i ts  
own r i g h t .  The a r c h i t e c t u r e  of the  outer  wal ls  is  unique i n  t h i s  country. 

I 
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RECEIVED 

Verba l  Boundary 
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See Ske tch  Map 

Beginning a t  P o i n t  X, which is approx imate ly  500' s o u t h  of t h e  
s o u t h e r n  bank of  R u s s e l  Creek and l o c a t e d  on t h e  s o u t h e r n  edge 
of the unpaved a c c e s s  road ,  proceed wes t  a l o n g  t h e  s o u t h e r n  edge 
of  t h e  road approx imate ly  50'  t o  a  p o i n t ;  thence  s o u t h  46' t o  a  
p o i n t ;  t h e n c e  e a s t  approx imate ly  50'  t o  a p o i n t ;  t h e n c e  46'  n o r t h  
t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  o r i g i n .  


