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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Robert Brewton House is the earliest accurately dated example of an
architectural type known in Charleston as the "single house". It was Built

in 1730. Strictly defined, the early single houses were just one room wide,
with the narrow end of the building towards the street, thereby exposing

three sides to the cooling breezes. Entrance was through a hall at the

center of the side, where one then found a room to either side, usually

a living room and a dining room. Upstairs, was usually found a formal drawing
room on the street side, with another room at the other side of the stair.

If there was another storey, it would be used for bedrooms. The most important
entertainment room was the formal second storey street-front room where the
breezes were greatest, since cross ventilation occured.

It must be remembered that the climatological consideration was an important

one in the evolution of the style. Not only was it likely imported wholesale
from the West Indies where a similar heat oppressed the Anglo-Saxon immigrants,
but the South Carolina plantation owners came to Charleston in the Summer
specifically to escape the heat and the malaria. Charleston had been settled

by Englishmen, French Huguenots, some Dutch, and by Europeans who had previously
settled as planters in the West Indies. In short, it was settled by people
unaccustomed to a tryingly hot and humid climate, and they consciously set

about alleviating the effects of the problem. The narrow, one room houses they
built to get maximum cross-ventilation, clearly shows this intention.

More broadly defined, the single-~house calls to mind the general form described
above, plus a piazza (porch) along the side of the building----another device

for cooling the house. Entrance to the piazza was made from the street, and

then entrance to the hall of the house from the middle of the piazza. They were
usually of two, and sometimes of three, storeys. In fact, however, the development
of the piazza on the single-house, which is identified almost universally as an
element of the style, was a process which only came about gradually through the
eighteenth century.

While the Robert Brewton House then, which is without a piazza, may at first
appear to be lacking an important single-house element, its early date argues
that it represents a "'pre-piazza" phase of building. The house did acquire
side wooden porches, first one storey, and then two, but they are no longer in
place.

The ground floor streetfront room was, in some houses, used as a shop, but there
is no evidence that this was ever the case at The Robert Brewton House. The
long side of the typical single house penetrates into a shady green garden,
where one might find a detached kitchen, an old carriage house, and the servants'
quarters. This was exactly the case at The Robert Brewton House.

While this is the earliest of the remaining Charleston single houses(1730), it
is much more difficult to say that it was in any way a prototype, that people

learned from it or used it as a model for the subsequent proliferation of the
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Standing three storeys high at #71 Church Street, The Robert Brewton

House 1s a classic example of the early Charleston "single-house".

It has its narrow side to the street, its entrance at the side, is

just one room across the street front and just one room to either side

of the hall on all three floors, has no basement below ground, and extends
into a long narrow garden at the rear, containing kitchen, carriage-house,
and servants quarters. The Robert Brewton House is the earliest accurately
datable Charleston single-house remaining. It was built in 1730.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION The Robert Brewton House extends, quite simply, to

the bounds of its long and narrow city lot, about 40 feet wide by 200 feet long,

from Church Street to the narrow alley behind the house running perpendicularly
to and from Broad Street. At either side, the house is flanked by a house,
just -a=—matter—of a few feet away. Behind the house are the old kitchen
(formerly detached but now connected by a passageway), the two-storey
servants' quarters, and the old carriage house.
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type. Firstly, earlier but lost examples may have served that role, and
secondly, it would seem more likely that the hot and sunny climate of Charleston
and the West Indies had more to do with this very practical and adaptive type
than anything else. It must be said however that this house, built by the
prominent and influential Miles Brewton for his son Robert, may thereby have been
looked to as a fashion-setter. This is the same Miles Brewton who built one of
Charleston's, and indeed this country's, greatest houses, the one at 27 King St.
which bears his name.

At the exterior of The Robert Brewton House, we should notice the low

basement, with crawl-space entrance at the street front, the French doors from

the drawing room at the second storey, the scaling of the facade through

smaller third storey windows, and the sparse detailing of stucco, pretty much
limited to a keystone-like element over each window and the quoining of the
corners. The iron-grilled balcony of the drawing room is a later addition, as
well as the three storey porch tucked into the corner formed by the rear end of the
side and the kitchen. A carved flat door lintel and a cornice with small consoles
are the two chief carved ornaments at the exterior. The interior contains
interesting and skilled carved mantelpieces, some from a later period, and
Georgilan chairrails, wainscoting, and cornices.

The Robert Brewton House 1s currently owned by Saul Krawcheck, a Charleston
furniture dealer, and the house is not open to the public. It is used by
Krawcheck as a private residence. Some restoration work, particularly in the
second storey drawing room, is now under way.



