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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Built in 1819 to replace the older parish church which burned,
this small, simple, rectangular building is made of stucco-over-
brick. Its entrance is on the western side and opposite the
highway.

|- A high-arched doorway with fanlight capped by a five-panel arch
is set between pilasters. The door is double panel. The sides
of the building are identical and contain three evenly-spaced,
arched windows which have louvered double shutters.

The back wall of the building is plain with one bay; however, the
building does extend beyond the rectangular shape proper to allow
for a room where the minister changes and to provide a recess for
the altar.

Made of tile, the medium gabled roof has a cornice boxed
pedimented trim.

Inside, the floor is paved with square, flat, unglazed tile laid
directly on the ground. A balcony above the door was added about
1858--one of the few alterations the church has undergone.

The stucco vestry building, distinctly separated from the church,
dates from the same period and is of the same architectural style.
It has a chimney but no furniture.*

In 1937 the church was restored by Mr. Harry F. Guggenheim. A new
roof was added to the church and the vestry room in the churchyard,
which was in ruins, was restored.

The church cemetery with stones dating from 1782 is also included
in the nomination.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Constructed in 1819, this church occupies the site of the older
parish church of St. Thomas, which was built about 1706 but
which burned in 1815.

During the Reconstruction period, the church was the scene of
the 1876 "Cainhoy Massacre," a serious riot between whites and
blacks which developed when some white men from Charleston
journeyed to Cainhoy to attend a Negro Republican meeting. The
Negroes fired upon the whites with guns they had hidden in a
vault at St. Thomas churchyard.

The church, charming in its simplicity of design, is a uniquely
beautiful example of a small, rural parish church of the early
1800's. An unusual and distinctive auxiliary building is the
vestry, with hipped roof on one end and chimmney on the other,
giving the appearance of a half-completed building.
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in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
nce of this nomination is:

The recommended

level of signifi

National State [] ocal [X
Name S ’
Charles E. Lee

Title Director, South Carolina Depart-
ment of Archives & History

1971

pate December 16,

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

[$;41:17L— /Qi (i;i%mLLélzzi

Chtef Office of Archeology and Historic Presen@tlon

MAR 43 1972

Date

ATTEST:

Date

wv
m
m
z
w
-
b
c
0
)
—
o
z
%]
~—




Form 10-300a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

(Dec. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE South Carolina
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES COUNTY
Berkeley
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM
FOR NPS USE QNLY
(Continuation Sheet) A ] ATE

(Number all entries) 9. Bib liography

Thomas, Albert Sidney. The Episcopal Church in South Carolina.
Columbia: The R. L. Bryam Company, 1957.




