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_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The Sams Tabby Complex (38 BU 581) on Dataw (Datha) Island, Beaufort County, South Carolina, was 
determined eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places due to owner objection by the Keeper 
of the National Register on October 6, 1988.  Subsequently, ownership of the property changed hands and the 
new owner, the Dataw Island Owners Association, requested that the objection be removed and the property 
listed.  The National Park Service listed the property in the National Register on March 4, 2011.  At the time 
this request was submitted to the National Park Service by the South Carolina State Historic Preservation 
Office (SC SHPO), the SC SHPO also requested that the historic name be revised as Sams Plantation 
Complex Tabby Ruins, which is a more accurate and comprehensive description of the site.  This is consistent 
with two other tabby ruin sites in Beaufort County previously listed in the National Register, the Laurel Bay 
Plantation and Riverside Plantation Tabby Ruins.  The SC SHPO is making this request again as part of the 
documentation submitted to correct errors in the original nomination. Archaeological and historical evidence 
corrects errors in Sections 7 and 8, numbers 3 and 4 below.1 
 
The following information corrects errors in the original nomination: 
 
1) Historic Name:  Sams Plantation Complex Tabby Ruins. 
 
2) Location:  South end of Dataw (Datha) Island, near intersection of Dataw Drive and Dataw Club Road. 
 
3) Narrative Description:  The “Smokehouse” is actually the Dairy/Cold Room. 

                         
1 Leslie M. Drucker, Ph.D., Carolina Archaeological Services, Columbia, South Carolina, October 1982, Final Management Summary prepared for Alcoa 
South Carolina, Inc., Jupiter, Florida, "Phase 1, Cultural Resources Investigations at Datha Island, Beaufort County, South Carolina." 
 

 
4) Statement of Significance:  The original statement of significance contains conflicting statements regarding 
the destruction of the Sams plantation house, first saying it was destroyed by hurricanes and later saying by 
fire.  Archaeological evidence indicates that the plantation house was destroyed by fire in the 1870s.   
 
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this     nomination   X   request for 
determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the 
procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  In my opinion, the property   X   meets     does not meet the National Register 
Criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant   X    nationally     statewide     locally.  (     See continuation sheet for additional 
comments.) 
 
                
Signature of certifying official                         Date 
 
Elizabeth M. Johnson, Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer, S.C. Dept. of Archives and History, Columbia, S.C.  
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