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1. Name of Property
historic name Fort Fremont Battery
other names/site number

2. Location
street & number Bay Point Rd., .3 miles from Land's End Road [_Inot for publication
city, town St. Helena Island ] vicinity
state South Carolina code 045 county Beaufort code (13 2ip code 29920
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
[E] private |:| building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
] public-ocal [ Jdistrict buildings
I public-State [ site ' sites
D public-Federal structure 1 structures

[:} object objects

1 0__ Total

Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
Jistoric Resources of St, Helena Island, cl740-c1935 listed in the National Register . C

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
i Pﬂnomination D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
‘ National Register of Historic Piaces and meets the procedural and professicnal requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
i _ In my opinion, the property meels Ddoes not meet the National Register criteria. DSae continuation sheet.
Mﬂmwwumt of Archives & History
\ Signature of certitying official Date

Woan T Edas oo ol o T/ /8%

State or Fedgral agency and bureau

Lon my opinion, the property D meets Ddoes not meet the National Register criteria. DSee continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other officia! Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
|, hereby, certity that this property is:
_ lentered in the National Register.
D See continuation sheet.
Xidetermined eligible for the National '
Register. || See continuation sheet. 5 /Qa(o f ¥9
:Idetermined not eligible for the ! !
National Register,

—_lremoved from the National Register.
:|other, {explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use

Histeric Functions (enter categones from ir structions)
befense/Fortification

Current Functions (enter categories trom instructions)
Vacant/Not in use

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categoties from instructions)

Other/Coastal Fortification

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation _Concrete

walls Concrete

roof

other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

This battery conforms to the general description under the property
type "Structures Associated with Coastal Defense”. It served as a
battery of three 10-inch rifled guns and was the primary armament of
this coastal fortification. An adjacent rapid-fire battery of two
4.7-inch guns 1s extant but has lost integrity due to the conmstruction
of a house, which has since burned, on its parapet. The 10-inch batrery
measures approximately 250 feet wide and fifty feet deep. The floors
of the magazines at this battery are approximately thirteen feet above
the low-water mark; the top of the parapet at the 10-inch battery 1is
epproximately twenty-five feet abeove the low-water mark, as is the top
of the parapet at the rapid-fire battery. No guns or other equipment
remain in place at either battery.(l)

See continuation sheet



8. Stiternent of Signlficance

Certitying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
[x] nationally L] statewide Thocally

Applicable National Register Criteria [x JA [_]B [x]c [Jb
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [ ]8 [jc [Jpo [Je [JF CJa

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Military 1898-1911
Architecture

Cultural Affiliation

N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Fort Fremont Battery is significant as an intact example of late
nineteenth and early twentileth century military architecture. It is
also significant as the major armament at ome of two surviving coastal
fortifications in the United States intact from the Spanisgh-American
War era. Fort Fremont was one of the fortificatioms built under the
direction of the Endicott Board, a body created in 1886 to evaluate the
coastal defenses of the United States and named for its head, Secretary
of War William C. Endicott. After a thorough study and review of the
defenses, the board determined that they were badly outdated. it made
the construction of new fortificatioms and strengthening of existing
fortifications a top priority of the United States Army. Although the
board's plans were never fully implemented, there were twenty-six
installations constructed or modified between 1890 and 1910 ss a result
of the recommendations. Of those twenty-six installations, six were
constructed specifically as a result of the United States' war with
Spain in 1898. Fort Fremont was one of those six fortifications.(2) _
It and Fort Dade, on Egmont Key at Tampa Bay, Florida, are the only two
extant Spanish-American War fortifications which retain their character
from that period; the others were extensively modified during Werlg

War 1 and/or World War II.(3)

Fort Fremont was authorized soon after the Spanish~American War began
in April 1898. It was named for Major General Johm C. Fremont,
explorer, first presidential candidate of the Republican Party in 1856,
and Civil War genersl.(4) A strategic location, at Land's End across
the Beaufort River and Port Royal Souné from Parris Island, was chosen
to protect Beaufort from possible enmemy incureions into the sound.
Although the war ended in the fall of 1898 and the sound was mever
threatened, construction continued as planned. The complex was built
by the Corps of Engineers with hired labor from the Beaufort arez snd
was completed by 1900, when it was turned over to the Coast Artillery.

[x ] See continuation sheet



S. Major Bibliographica! References

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[l preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)
bas been reguested

[ Ipreviously listed in the National Register

I___l previously determined sligible by the National Register

Ddesignmed a National Historic Landmark

[lrecorded by Historic American Buildings
Survey #

[ Irecorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

See continuation sheat

Primary !uuation of additional data:
¥ state historic preservation office
D Other State agency

D fFederal agency

[:l Local government

D University

[lother

Specify repository:
SC Dept of Archives and History

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property __ 2,75 acres

UTM References
All,7]) 15]3,3/5,8,0] [3,5[7,4i1,6,0]
Zone  Easting Northing

cl Ll by v bbb e
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Zone  Easting Northing
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DSee continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary of the nemination is shown as the black line on the accompanying
Beaufort County Tax Map, St. Helena Sheet #35A, Parcels 318 and 321, drawm at

a scale of 1" = 200",

] See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The nominated property includes the l10-inch battery and its immediate setting.

[ ] see continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

name/titie J. Tracy Power., NR Historian

organization _SC Dept of Archives & History

date 15 February 1988

street & number __1430 Senate St., PO Box 11669

telephone . (803)_ 734-8608

city or town __Columbia

state _ SC zip code 29211
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A—n;otable feature of Endicott-era fortifications was their emphasis on
T guns rather than on the fortifications themselves. Af & resulr
The- se fortifications were made of concrete poured into forms, usually
S{r~uated so that they would be much less noticeazble than their masonry
(e decessors. The batteries were placed on a ridge overloolking Port
Fval Sound, set inte the land eside of the ridge and barely vigible, if
BT ek S ships in the sound. The fort's érmament, congisting of
TH4x2e l0-inch rifled guns on disappearing carriages and & rapid-fire

S AFEty. (5)

Tﬁf complex at Fort Fremont, when completed, covered nearly seventy
fCFEs; the central portion of the ipstallation, which included the

iUt {nistration building, guard house, barracks, hospital, stable,

£ rneer building, carpenter shop, storehouse, pumphouse, coal house,
MESS hall, bakery, commissary, post exchange, lavatory, and water tower,
Covt Ted nearly nearly twenty~three acres. 0f the complex, only the

(0-1 hch battery, the rapid-~fire battery, and the brick hospital buil

[N 1906 survive; the rest of the buildings were of frame construction
Al Have eince been demolished.(6) Fort Fremont's garrison in 1903 was
THez 116th Coast Artillery, Dnited States Ammy, under the command of
LJEijnant Colonel Frederick Marsh. Forts Pulaski and Screven, at
SAVANDah, Georgila, were manned by the 78th, 144th, and 145th Coast
AKTiLlery and Forr Screven served as the headquarters for alil three

o1 dS.(7) The War Department planned to pha
Mcemont as early as 1906

va to play baseball or hold dances atop the parapet, 1In early 1911
THE /27th Coast Artillery, which was then stationed at Fort Frement,
AT to Forr Crocketr, gt Galveston, Texas. When Fort Crockett
Beime the mobilization center for border patrols into Mexico not oniy
Frement's garrison but its guns were gegpt to Texas. The fort was
4 loivnissioned and the pew training center for the Marine Corps was
& 5Tablished at Parris Island instead of St. Belena, and after nineteen
YEARS, the War Department sold the property at public auction in June

{4%0,{8) It has been privately owmed since that time.
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Although no archaeological survey hac been conducted at the battery,
the early and extensive occupation, limited amount of landscape
disturbing activities, and historically and architecturally significent

activities at the battery suggest that the site hae the potential to
vield valuable archaeological data.

NOTES

(1) Annual Reports of the War Department for . . . 1898. Report
of the Chief of Engineers, Part 1 (Washington: U.S. Government
Printing Office, 1898), pp. 703-05 (cited below as Chief of Engineers’
keport with the year); Military Field Branch, Harbor Defense Files,
Record Group 77, National Archives, Washington, D.C. (Including Q.M.
13W~3, Complete Report on Fort Fremont, and "Fort Fremomt, S.C.," Plans
from the Quartermaster General's Office, October 1906}, copies in

possession of Carl J. Dorr, Land's Epd Plantation, St. Helena Island,
5.C. :

(2) Graham A. Cosmas, An Army for Empire: The United States Army
in the Spanigh-American War (Columbia: University of Missouri Press,
1971), pp. 7, 38-41, B4-87; Emanuel R. Lewis, Seacoast Fortifications
of the United States: An Introductory History (Washington: Smithsonian
Institution Press, 1970), pp. 74-80, 140-41.

(3) The mine installations, including eighteen forts, were Fort
Rosecrans, San Diego Harbor, Califormia; Forts Dade and DeSoto, Egmont
Key, Tampa Bay, Florida; Fort Screven, Tybee Island, Georgia; Forts
Mansfield, Michie, Terry, Tyler, and E.G. Wright, Long Island Sound,
New York and Rhode Island; Forts Getty, Greble, Philip Kearny, and
Wetherill, Narragansett Bay, Rhode Island; Fort Fremont, St. Helena
Island, Port Royal Sound, South Carolina; Fort Crockert, Galveston Bay,
Texas; and Forts Casey, Flagler, and Worden, Puget Sound, Washington.
Informarion on the integrity of the forrs was provided by the staffs of
the Florida, Georgis, New York, Oregon, Rhode Island, aund Texas State
Historic Preservation Offices; a2lso Lewis, pp. l40-41; Anthony F.
Turhollow, 4 History of the Los Angeles Districr U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers 1898-1965 (Los Angeles: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 1975),
pp. 261, 270-71, 317-18; Aubrey Parkman, Armv Engineers in New England:
The Military and Civil Work of the Corps of Engineers ir New England
{(Waltham, Massachusetts: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 1978}, pp.
117-19; Marshall Hanft, Fort Stevens: Oregon's Defender at the River
of the West (Salem: Oregon State Parks and Recreation Branch, 1980),
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pPp. 213~226; and Lynn M. Alperin, Custodiang of the Coast: Historv of
the United States Armv Engineers at Galveston (Galveston, Texas: U.S.
Army Corps of Engineere, 1977), pp. 179, 181, 185, 195-96,
255-56.

(4) Chief of Engineers' Report, 1898, pp. &, 25, 703-06; Ezra J.
Warner, Generals in Blue: Lives of the Union Commenders (Baton Rouge:
Louisiana State University Press, 1964}, pp. 160-6].

(5) Lewis, pp. 74~80; Chief of Engineers’' Report, 1898, pp. 8,
25, 703-06; Chief of Engineers' Report, 1899, pp. 27, 865-68; Chief
of Engineers' Report, 1900, pp. 24-25, 915-17.

(6) “"Fort Fremont, S.C.," Plans from the Quartermaster Gemeral's
OCffice, October 1906,

(7) Q.M. 13w-3, Complete Report on Fort Fremont.

{(8) Edith M. Dabbs, Sea Island Diary: & History of St. Helena
Island (Spartanburg: The Reprint Company, Fublishers, 1983), pp.

195; J.E. McTeer, Beaufort Then and Now {Beaufort: Beaufort Book
Company, 1971}, pp. 95-97.
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The following information is the same for eech of the photographs:

Name of property: Fort Fremont Battery (Historic Resources of
St. Helena Island, c.1740-c. 1935 multiple

property listing)
Location of property: Beaufort County, South Carolina

Photographer: South Carolina Department of Archives and History

Staff

Locatien of negarive: South Carolina Department of Archives and

History

Additional information for each photograph follows:

l. Fort Fremont Battery Disappearing Gun Placement
April 1987
View looking east.

2. Forr Fremont Battery
April 1987
Rear elevation, view looking east.
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