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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individui properties and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the
National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking *x” in the appropriate box or
by entering the information requested. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter “N/A” for ‘““not applicable.” For functions
architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional '
entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to compiete all items.

1. Name of Property

historic name Altamaha Town

other names/site number ___38BU1206

2. Location '
street & number — &l not for publication
city or town Bluffton _ 2! viéinity

state __South Carolina . code_SC__ county__ Beaufort code 013 zip code 29910

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this [38 nomination
Drequestfordeterminationdﬂmmmmmmmm-mmmmw&wm
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
(X meets [] does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

0 na,tionany‘_;[ﬂ«state‘wide O locally. (D See continuation sheet for additional comments.) :

Mary W. Edmonds, Deputy SHPO, S.C. Department of Archives & History
State of Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property L1 meets [] does not meet the National Register criteria. ({] See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Centification
I hereby gertify that the property is: - Signature of the Keeper : Date of Action
Bﬁ\tered in the National Register. ﬁ %7 W /
{1 see continuation sheet. 7 (/77//2804 7772 /~2/-7 f/

[ determined eligible for the
National Register
[J see continuation sheet.

[ determined not eligible for the
National Register.

[ removed from the National
Register.

L other, (explain:)




Altamaha Town
Name of Property

Beaufort, SC
County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
private O building(s)
(1 public-local [ district
[ public-State site
[J public-Federal (I structure
[ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter “N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)
Yamasee Indian Towns in the South

Carolina Lowcountry, 1684-1715

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
0 0 buildings
1 0 sites
0 1 structures
0 0 objects
1 1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: Village site

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

VACANT: Not in use

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

N/A

Narrative Description

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation N/A

walls N/A
roof N/A
other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)



Altamaha Town
Name of Property

Beaufort, SC
County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark “x”" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

(] B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

[J € Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

(X D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark ““x” in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

[J A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

{1 B removed from its original location.

[J € a birthplace or grave.

{0 D a cemetery.

[J E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
[J F a commemorative property.

[J G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

"Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHAEOLOGY: Historic-Aboriginal

ETHNIC HERITAGE: Native American

Period of Significance
c. 1695-1715

Significant Dates

"N/A

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
Yamasee

Architect/Builder
N/A

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibilography

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

L1 preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

(] previously listed in the National Register

UJ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

L1 designated a National Historic Landmark

[ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

[ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

[0 State Historic Preservation Office
(& Other State agency
[ Federal agency
[J Local government
I University
L] Other
Name of repository:

S.C. Institute of Archaeology & Anthropology

Columbia, S.C.



Altamaha Town cuiig Beaufort, 5C
Mame of Propory County and Siale

10._ Geographical Data

Acreage of Property _ [N

UTM References

[Fisce additional LITM rederences on a continuation shest.)

d 3
L0 Eagling Morthing
2 g

Verbal Boundary Description
(Bescribe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
{Emnwlhubmndmmmm-mmmm}

11. Form Prepared By

Dr. Chester B. DePratter [ Research Assoeciate Professor

&l Ben continuahon shest

nameftitle )
organization 5.C. Inatitute of Archaso. and Anthro. __ date __ December 10, 1992 -
streat & numbar 1321 Pendleton Street . . wm_[:aﬂ]] 777=-8170 3
l:'iﬂ' oF lown Columbia, o ) stade 50 Zip code _1';'2':]3
Additional Documentation

Subemit the iollowing iems with thae compleied lorm:
Continuation Sheets
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historie districts and properties having large acreags of NUMEIOUS resoUrces.
Photographs

Hepresentative black and white photographs of the propeny.

Additional tams
{Check with the SHPO af FPO for amy addiiionsl itnms)

Property Owner

[Completa this Bem &t the request of SHPOD o FPO.)

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This indormation o being coborted lor applications to ihe Mational Fegister of Historic Places 1 hominata
propestias for lsting of datermine aligibilily for listing, 1o list properties, and s amend paisling Estings. Fesponsa 10 this recuest s reguined ba obiain
& benrafit in accordance with the Mallonal Historic Presorvabion Act as amandad (16 U.S.C. 470 &f sog.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public repariing burden for this form & eshmatod 0 average 181 hours per responss including time for roviewing
instructions, gathering ard mairiGining data, and coimgleting and reviewing the form, Direct comments regarding this burden astimase o amy aspect
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Narrative Description

location would have been important to the site's Yamasee

1715). Archaeological ebWidence indicates that the site was occupied by Native
Americans intermittently fvom at least'1500 B.C. to:A.D. I7E5 based on variaus
~ pottery types recovered during testing and excavations. The site contains at
least two pre-Yamasee period burial mounds, and one of these (Hasell Point
Mound, 38BU20) is on the National Register. At present, there is no evidence
that mound was tused or modified by the Yamasee who occupied the site, so it is
considered a non-contributing structure for the purposes of this nomination.

The land in question was granted to Governor Robert Johnson in 1732, but
due to a prior grant, the tract was ultimately given to Richard Lambton.
Gabriel Manigault acquired the property in 1752, but records do not reveal how
the land was used or how long the Manigault family retained ownership. 1In 1842,
Nathaniel Heyward purchased the tract from William Smith, ard Mr. Heyward
established a plantation on his new acquisition. At Heyward's death, ownership
of the property returned to the Manigault family and remained with them until
it was purchased by Mr. and Mrs. Marshall Field of Chicago as part of their
Chelsea Plantation. ' The 600:acre parcel containing the remains of Altamaha
Town was purchased by the present owners from the Field estate in 1988.

Altamaha Town was the head town of the Lower Yamasee Towns. Altamaha Town
was definitely located on the nominated tract from 1707 to 1715, and it may have
been located there as early as 1695 (see Multiple Property Documentation Form
for discussion of Yamasee migrations). The location of Altamaha Town was first
identified in the summer of 1989 through the use of contemporary plats, other
documents, and archaeological survey. Mapping and systematic testing was .
conducted intermittently during the latter half of 1989 and the winter of 1990,
and the site was more intensively investigated during the summer of 1991 with a
Survey and Planning Grant from the South Carolina Department of Archives and

History (DePratter 1992).

The archaeological research at Altamaha Town revealed that the town was not
a compact, easily defensible community as might be expected, but was instead 2
village composed of dispersed households spaced Seventy-five to one hundred
meters apart over an area covering as many as 125 acres. During the 1991 field
season, three household clusters were identified and tested (see attached map-
XUA, XUB, and XUD), but these clusters represent less than ten percent of the
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approximately forty houses that were once present in Altamaha Town. Work in
these clusters during the summer of 1991 fucused on recovering a sizeable sample
of Yamasee pottery for use in identifying other Yamasee sites and to determine
the state of preservation of the archaeological remains on the site. Approx-
imately eighty-five one meter squares and sixty shovel tests were excavated.
This work indicated that household clusters were approximately thirty to forty
meters in diameter with little or no cultural material present in the inter-
vening space. Features relating to the Yamasee occupation were encountered
beneath a twenty to thirty cm thick plowzone, but only one feature-—a hearth--

was excavated.

At present, the total Yamasee occupation area at this site is not known.
The parcel being nominated includes an unknown fraction of the total site area.
Denserwoods and -the wide separation of Yamasee household clusters will make
precise delineation of site boundaries difficult, although future research
will attempt to identify site limits. Identification of site boundaries is
further complicated by prior site usage. The area to ‘the west~6f. the nominatéd
tract contains evidence of a slave settlement and other features believed to
be associated with:the Heyward plantation. Some portions of this plantation
period occupation have been disturbed in the recent past by unknown individuals,
and the combination of plantation occupation and site looting may have obscured
the Yamasee households in that area.

At the time the site was occupied by the Yamasee, the wvillage may have
covered 125 acres and included forty households. Construction type of Yamasee
houses in currently unknown. Household clusters may have included outbuildings
(sheds, smokehouses, etc.) and outdoor activity areas (pottery firing, hide
processing, etc:). Areas around individual structures should contain eyidence

of all aspects of Yamasee daily life.
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Narrative Statement of Significance

Altamaha Town was the head town of the Lower Towns of the Yamasee., The
chief of Altamaha Town is mentioned in numerous contemporary documents as béing
oné of the most important individuals among the Yamasee. during the entire thirty
years represented by their presence in South Carolina.

The history of the Yamasee occupation in Carolina is given in the Multiple
Property Documentation Form and the accompaning nomination for Pocosabo Town.
Because the background history and significane for Altamaha town is identical
to that of Pocosabo Town, that information will not be repeated here.
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