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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

PRESENT PHYSICAL APPEARANCE:

The walls of the fort are approximately
5 ck and 3-4' high, The construction can be clearly distinguished
as "tabby", The walls are the only visible remains of the fort and are in
a sturdy but deteriorated condition, '

SURROUNDINGS :

NOTE :

years a!no seml ! excavations have been accomplished at

Fort Frederick, there exists a possibility that many artifacts may be
recovered which may be indicative of the era during which the fort was
established, ' ’
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Aboriginal X Education Political [J Urban Planning
[] Prehistoric [] Engineering [] Religion/Phi- [[] Other (specity)
X Historic [ Industry losophy
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Journal of the Common House of Assembly of South Carolina for 21 January
1926 stated that "in case of war the enemy might be attracted by the ex-
cellent Port Royal Harbor," Beaufort was very near Spanish Territory;
attention was being given to defense against the Spaniards and Indians who
had attacked on numerous previous occasions, Fifteen hundred pounds were
appropriated "for the erection of a fort at Port Royal to be built in the
manner prescribed", Fort Frederick came into being in 1734, The tabby
fortification was maintained "to the mental, if not to the physical, sense
of security” for the Beaufort inhabitants, By 1756, it had fallen into
disrepair and the commissioners of the fort recommended its abandonment.,
The fort was abandoned in 1758, A stronger defense, Fort Lyttleton, was
constructed a little further up the river and Fort Frederick was deserted,
Fort Frederick was described in Wallace's History of South Carolina (P 248)"
a trifling little fort erected at Beaufort in 1725 (was) replaced by Fort
Frederick made of oyster shells, lime and timber 1732-34, TFort Frederick,
a poor affair, stood on the extreme south east €orner of Port Royal Island,
(P 461). 1In 1742 it was too ruinous for repairSeecces (Govenor James )
Glen wrote in 1748 that the oyster shell affair, Fort Frederick, was hardly
better than a garden fence,"

In 1862 the property was used as headquarters of Col, Thomas Wentworth
Higginson and a regiment of Negro soldiers., The camp was given the name
of "Camp: Saxton" in honor of General Rufus Saxton, who commanded the
Beaufort District,
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National Register.
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