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CONDITION (Check One) (Check One)

. 3 Altered K] 'Unaltered [ Moved [X Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Without exploratory excavation, it is very difficult to accurately
determine a site's original function and configuration. Previous arche—
ological investigatlons at similar sites and C. B. Moore's trench enables |
us to predict the site's physical appearance when it was occupied by tW?
Indians. A more detailed picture must await future excavations.
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Judging from the size of the mound the site probably served as a E )
regional ceremonial center performing religious, social and»economic i e
functions. Religious activities were centered on or near the mound i
which served as the base for a temple or other special purpose structured
Broken pieces of pottery, shell, and oOccasicnal ™ “fragments of animal (,
bone found in the adjacent fields indicate that the village was close to

_ the mound. The slight rise in elevation southeast of the mound may have g
been formed by the accumulation of midden debris discarded by the Indians
or it could be the remains of a now plowed and eroded platform or burial
mound. The subsistence base was probably centered around maize agricul-
‘ture, but this may have been extensively supplemented by collecting wild
marine and esturine resources.

The village probably consisted of clusters of houses constructed of
wattle and daub. In addition to domiciliary structures, special purpose
buildings, such as a mortuary, may also occur in the village area.

At present, the mound is in excellent condition with the exception
of the 18 foot wide trench dug into the north side by Moore. The steep
sides and dense vegetation undoubtedly discourage cultivation. The mound
rises to a height of 13 feet, 2 inches with a basal diameter of 138 feet
east-west and 129 feet north-south. The summit is circular, 62 feet
across.
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STATEMENT OF vSiGNlFICANCE

Judging from the scanty evidence available from C. B. Moore's
excavations at the site in 1898, it appears that the mound once served
as a substructure for a building dedicated to religious or ceremonial
purposes. Moore's mention of irregular streaks of clay and sand sug-
gests that the moumd was built in more than one construction stage.

The successive building stages were probably carried out by destroying
the existing structure and then adding an additional layer of earth on
the top and sides of the mound. After the mound had been raised to the
desired height, a new building was constructed on the summit. The post
holes found during the 1898 excavations probably belong to one of the
buildings.

Preliminary analysis of the pottery from the adjacent village area
indicates that the site had close cultural affinities with the Savannah
II Phase from coastal Georgia (Caldwell and McCann, 1941). The pottery
suggests that the site was inhabited between 900 - 1400 A. D.

Of significant scientific interest is the apparent lack of any
cultural material later than Savannah II. Pottery characteristic of the
succeeding Irene Phase has not been found at the site. In addition to
the architectural features associated with the mound, excavations at the

" site can be expected to yield information concerning cultural develop-
ments during this period. fﬁﬁ?;YSTjTJ‘“
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Moore, Clarence B.

1898

vol. XI, pp. 152-162.

Caldwell, Joseph R. and Catherine McCann
1941 ° Irene Mound Site, Chatham’ Co‘tmty‘,' ‘Georgia, University of

Georgia Press, Athens.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966'(Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to tﬁe criteria and procedures set

ark Service. The recommended

'of this nomination is:
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