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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

In contrast to the later Irene Period in which mounds served as the
base for a temple, the mound on Hasell Point_was constructed for burial
purposes only. Judging from C. B. Moore's excavations at the site the
mound is constructed of alternating lenses of oyster shell and tan sand.
While Moore's description of his excavations is unclear it appears that
the Indians first dug a central pit into the subsoil. This pit was three
feet, eight inches deep and contained calcined and burned human remains.
Other smaller birial pits may have been dug into the subsoil at this time.
A central deposit of loosely packed oyster shell, 15 feet in diameter and
one foot thick was then placed over the burial pit. This stratum derived
from the village midden contained broken fragments of pottery. Clean
tan sand was then placed over the shell. After the addition of the sand,
the mound had a diameter of 20 feet and stood four feet seven inches in
height. As the sand was added to the mound additional burials were made
into the fill.

Moore excavated a total of six burials from the site. The distribu-
tion of the graves is unclear since he mentions that outlying burials were
present. It would appear that at least four of the six burials came from
the mound. Grave offerings were not included with the burials but frag—-
ments of pottery from the oyster shell midden indicates that the mound was
constructed during the Wilmington Period ca. A.D. 500.

Judging from the siz

-. “Judgi e of the trees the mound appears to
have escaped-the plow. Another mound “ was not

so fortunate.

Moore states that over half of the mound was dug but the author could
not find evidence of his excavation. The possibility remains that the old
. excavation was back-filled. Several small pits possibly dating from the
late nineteenth century were found scattered over the mound surface. It
is unlikely that they were dug by Moore. Nevertheless, at least half of
the site remains undisturbed.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Our present knowledge of the Wilmington Period is based on limited
excavation in a few burial mounds dating from this period. Much of
this work was done prior to the introduction of modern archeological
technique and methods. While C. B. Moore was one of the early pioneers
in American archeology his main concern was with artifacts and not the
people who made them. To date, not a single Wilmington village has
ever been excavated or studied in detail.

The Hasell Point site offers excellent possibilities for the re-
covery of scientific data pertinent to this period. The undisturbed
portion of the burial mound can be expected to yield valuable data on
mortuary practices and social organization. In addition, pottery from
the oyster shell midden may help to clarify questions .concerning the
origin of the culture. During this time span several changes were taking
place along the South Carolina - Georgia coast. The Wilmington Period
ceramics indicate that new ideas or a new population moved into the
coastal area from someplace in the north or northwest. Analysis of the
skeletal material may help to clarify these questions. Burial mounds
were also introduced for the first time during this period.

The oyster shell midden at the base of the mound and Moore's men-
tion of scattered shell (probably village midden) indicates that a
village may be in the vicinity. If this is the case, then the site
may provide information on the day-to-day activities of the people, and
the overall settlement pattern and community planning. The Hasell Point
mound and village may prove to be a key site in our understanding of the
origin and development of Wilmington.
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Moore, Clarence B.

1898

"Certain Aboriginal Mounds of the Coast of South Carollna,
‘Journal of the ‘Acadeémy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia.

Vol. XI, pp. 152-162.
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