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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The house is frame with clapboarding. It has two stories on an elevated

o L
|

]

portico.
“m&ﬁe interior,_which follows a modified Adam style, has the traditional
center hall with.dfaﬁing room on the right, dining room on left and two
additional rooms behind. In the hall, an archway frames the staircase.

On the landing is a handsome Palladian window. From the landing a divided
stairway leads to the second floor Qhere there is a large ballroom with a
retiring room.

Exceptionally fine, handcarved mantels featuring allegorical figures.
ribbons, fruit, flowers and sheaves of wheat. The moldings and cornices
are beautifully decorated.

The house is in good condition, and partially restored.

Historic Beaufort Foundation, for which house is headquarters, plans to
continue restoration already begun: restoration of elaborate plaster molding;
scraping and painting of wallg,lceilings and mantels in 5 rooms; exterior
painting , replacing of porch bannisters and shutters will follow

comprehensive restoration plan by Charleston architect Albext Simons. Also

planned is restoring of historic garden area, according to Simons plan.

stuccoed tabby basement. The roof is hipped. On the front is a double-tiereld
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SEE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
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'SPECIFIC DATELS} (If Applicable and Known) c. 1790
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal [} Education [ Political [ Urban Planning
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Beaufort landmark since the 1790s, when built by John Mark Verdier. Son
of a French Huguenot emigrant, Verdier was a wealthy planter and merchant
whose house typified Beaufort's gracious architectural style and was a
focal point of the town,providing entertainment for Lafayette during his
Southern visit and, in the 1860s, headquarters for Union troops. (Historic
Beaufort Foundation has a picture of the house with Union troops in front.)

In the ballroom, Beaufort's first telephone was installed.

The heirs of the builder owned the house until 1940 when it was bought
by a committee for the Preservation of the Lafayette Building through public
subscriptions. In 1967, this committee founded the Historic Beaufort

. Unakes o
Foundation, which now .owns the house as headquarters, anHﬂtEe focal point

of the Historic Beaufort District which is listed on the National Register

of Historic Places.
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CER CERTIFICATION T"NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION _
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law [ hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

&iwﬂL /4 @U/wzz//’@'

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

of this nomination is;:
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