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Office of Clerk of Court for Beaufort County §
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Beaufort County Courthouse, Bay Street
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

House retains original exterior appearance, except for additlon
of frame kitchen at rear c.1895.

Its two-foot-thick exterior walls of tabby are covered with sand-
colored, scored stucco. -l

The south center front has a double tiered portico over a high
arcaded basement. Basement, wider than two upper stories, supports an
unroofed terrace to each side. First story holds four stuccoed Tuscan
columnss behind these are four engaged wooden columns. At the second
story are four Doric columns with pilasters at wall behind. Has
simple wooden entablatures and railings. Hip roof has small front
pediment.

Two large windows per story to each side of portico in front
portion; one window per story in shallower, rectangular rear portion-e

giving each room a southern exposure.

Interior has extensive woodwork, Adamesque mantels, graceful
stairway. Panelling and wainscotting are of cypress and yellow heart
pine, Each room has fireplace and 1aébet
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INSTRUCTIONS

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

One of the few remaining early buildings on South Carolina
coast whose exterior walls are made entirely of tabby (building
material composed of oyster shells and limestone.)

One of the earliest surviving houses in Beaufort, South
Carolina., Considered important influence in establishment of
distinctive architecture of the city.

Inhabited by its builder, Thomas Fuller, prominent Low-
country planter and his son, Richard Fuller, mid-nineteenth
century Baptist preacher.

Bought by the Rev. Mansfield French, an abolltionist
Methodist minister, during Civil war.

For many years in 20th century known as a guest house for
artists, writers and architects,

Used as a residence during its entire existence.
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