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The Skull Creek site consists of two prehistoric Indian hell middens
deposited in ring shapes. The northernmost ring, about 133 feet in dia-
meter from crest to crest, is neatly plowed level. The soutlfernmost ring,
about 128 feet in diameter from crest to crest, stands about 7.5 feet at
some points above a flat central area, but has suffered extensive removal
of shell. Probably only 20 percent of the original volume of this ring
remains. The southermmost ring, referred to as Skull Creek No. 1, contains
primary oyster shell with smaller amounts of other molluscs. Pottery
sherds and animal and fish bones are relatively abundant. This shell ring
appears to partially overlie the northernmost ring (No. 2). The flat
central area of Skull Creek No. 1 stands about 12 feet above mean sea
level. Test excavations have been undertaken in both rings, with what
seem to be promising results. Radiocarbon dates were obtained for both

rings (Calmes 1968).
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Skull Creek shell rings, Nos. 1 and 2, are two of 20 or more
prehistoric shell rings located from the central coast of South Carolina
to the central coast of Georgia, a distance of about 150 miles. All are
believed to date early in the second millenium B.C., and they contain
some of the earliest pottery known in North America. Only very limited
excavations have been undertaken in a few of these rings. Consequently,
the function of the ring shape is unknown, although the rings appear to
be carefully planned and systematically deposited structures. As such,
they also present one of the .earliest records of sedentary life among
people who must have lived entirely by foraging. The shell rings can be
expected to yield valuable information about the habitats on the coast,
both from their rich content of food refuse and from their relationships
to modern enviromments. Most are situated about 5 feet above present

‘mean sea level, but the relationship to the sea level at the time. of
occupation is unknown. It seems unlikely that sea level was a great deal
higher about 4000 years ago than at present from the evidence of these
lowlying rings. An unknown number of shell ring sites has been lost to
marine erosion and to borrowing shell for road building; many of the re-
maining rings show the effects of unauthorized digging.

The Skull Creek rings are the only known example of a later ring
superposed over am earlier one, although the precise relationship and
reason for building this way have not been determined by excavations,
Calmes' (1968) test excavations give some idea of the content of the ringg,
and indicate dates of occupation between 1635 * 115 and 1170 * 110 years
B.C. The Skull Creek rings are badly damaged, but are still clearly
identifiable as ring shaped structures, and §hould\be protected.
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Calmes, Alan, 1968, Test Excavations at Three Late Archaic Shell-?Ring
Mounds -on Hilton Head Island, Beaufort County, South Carolina.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
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