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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

One of the sea islands near Beaufort, Hunting Island has lush,
unspoiled vegetation and wild beauty. It was formerly accessible
only by boat, but is presently connected to the mainland by a bridge
and causeway. Now a state park, Hunting Island provides facilities
for camping, picnicking, swimming, fishing, and other recreational
activities.

The original lighthouse, a wooden structure built about 1859,
was destroyed by heach erosion. In replacing the lighthouse, the U.S.
Coast Guard built a ‘tower 136 feet tall, Made of cast-iron plates,
this was located about % mile from the shore line, and was designed for
relocation if necessary. The new lighthouse complex, completed in 1875,
included the keeper's dwelling, a fire—proof oil house, and several
other storage bulldlngs.

By 1889 the sea had cut away the northern end of the island, and
did necessitate relocation of the lighthouse to its present site, 11
miles south of the old site.

Before its abandonment by the U.S. Lighthouse Service in 1933,
Hunting Island Lighthouse cast a 120,000 candle power beam out to sea.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Since the important ports of Beaufort and Charleston were located
in the coastal low country of South Carolina, and Savannah was very
near, this area was very active commercially. Hunting Island Lighthouse
was necessary as a guide to sailing vessels - pleasure as well as
commercial - along the jagged coast of the island.

The chronic problem of soil erosion caused the lighthouse to be
rebuilt in 1875 and relocated in 1889. It was used by the U.S.

Lighthouse Service until 1933.

Still in sound condition, the lighthouse is now used as an
observation platform for visitors to Hunting Island State Park, pro-
viding a magnificent view of the unspoiled coastline. It also serves
as a landmark for the more daring yatchmen who choose the alternate
route of the Intercoastal Waterway from St. Helena Sound to Royal Sound.
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