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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Rectangular clapboard structure of Greek Revival design with
Gothic details. Gabled roof supported by four large square columns
which rest on brick piers. Two engaged columns at end under portico.
Double front Christian doors surmounted by a lancet arch with tracery
of wood and glass. In center of pediment is a rectangular design with
pedimented architrave. Three windows (six over six) with clear glass
panes on each side of building. Each window is crowned by a lancet
arch with tracery of wood and glass that is similar to the one over
front entrance. A door has been added in the left wall of structure.

Interior woodwork is all hand carved and the slave gallery is in its
original form. When the building was acquired by the Barnwell County
Historic Preservation Commission, it was moved from its original
location to an adjoining lot. Originally, the four columns stood on

a brick front porch which was not replaced when the building was moved.
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Significant for its architecture and as town of Barnwell's first
Presbyterian Church which was used as the Barnwell County Court House
during the Reconstruction era of South Carolina history. One of few
remaining antebellum structures in town which was almost entirely
destroyed by Sherman.

Organization of church was effected in June, 1832,by the
Reverend Dr. James Henley Thornwell, noted Presbyterian clergyman
and later President of South Carolina College.

Present church built Circa 1848. Remaining essentially unaltered
and designed with classic simplicity, the church was apparently con-
structed by a local craftsman and has hand carved interior woodwork
and slave gallery. The classic design of simple lines combines with
the lancet Gothic arches over the front entrance and the side windows
for a successful blending of styles.

After the Confederate War, the membership of the church had
declined to so few that the Presbyterians rented the church to
Barnwell County, and it was used as the court house for about twenty
years until the present court house was built in the 1880s. ‘

In this building in 1867, when South Carolina was undergoing

Reconstruction, a period of military rule and supremacy, . . Circuit
Judge A. P. Aldrich adjourned the court rather than obey the order of
General Canby of the Second Military District. He said: '"Gentlemen of
the juries, for the present farewell; but if God spares my life, I will
yet preside in this court, a South Carolina judge whose ermine is un-
stained. Mr. Sheriff, let the court stand adjourned while the voice
of justice is stifled."

Among outstanding South Carolinians associated with the church were1
Dr. B. M. Palmer and Dr. J. L. Girdeau, theologians; William Hay
Townsend, S.C. Circuit Judge; Johnson Hagood, Brigadier General (C.S.A.)
and governor of South Carolina.

The Barnwell County Historic Preservation Commission plans to use
the building as a museum.
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